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T HAS been said that, if every year we perfected 
one new economy, we would soon be on the road 
to plenty. What economy in time-and energy will 
you perfect this next year in your Sunday-school or 
church work? The advertising pages of The Sunday 
School Times offer you many worth-while suggestions. 



































Awake in Jesus 
By Clara T. Gresham 


WAKE in Jesus! Blessed hope 
A That broadens out life’s narrow scope 
Until it reaches to the rim : 
Of Heaven itself—because of Him! 


Awake in Jesus ! Ye who think 

That death is the unclasping link 

Through which our life with Christ hath 
bi 


That union is begun on earth! 


Ah, yes, when in the ransomed soul 
The Master-Guest assumes control, 
He, with divine and tender grace, 
Makes glorious His abidimg piace. 


Awake with Jesus! Aye, with Him ; 
What matter if our. years seem dim 
To human, undiscerning eyes— 
The soul, itself, doth realize 

A peace and joy together blent 
Exceeding worldly measurement. 


“Abide in Me, and I in you—” 

This promise through the years comes true, 
And when we see Him face to face, 
Beholding that dear dwelling place 

Which in the Father's house is given 

To every heir of grace and Heaven, 


Each glorying soul will realize, 

With joy that, aye, all speech defies,— 
In blessed union never riven,— 

*T was first on earth we entered Heaven ! 








Dr. Banks Leads Our Family Worship 


‘Can any Christian home safely do without daily 
family worship? If a family’s meeting together more 
than once daily at meal times is both important and 
delightful, how much more should be the daily time 
of fellowship in partaking of the bread and water of 
life. The Sunday School Times has for many years 
published each week its department “For Family Wor- 
ship,” using the Home Da:ly Bible Readings issued by 
the International Lesson Committee on the Uniform 
Sunday-school Lessons. From to19 until his death this 
summer, Thomas E. Stenhens, Director and Founder of 
the Great Commission rayer League, conducted this 
department in the Times. When Mr. Stephens was 


taken ill, Dr. Howard A. Banks responded at short 


notice to the Times’ request that he meet the emer- 


gency by conducting this department, and he has con- 


tinued to do so. Now the Times welcomes the oppor- 
tunity of announcing that Dr. Banks has consented to 
go on with this large ministry each week. Dr. Banks, 
after having had large experience in the South in 
newspaper work, became Private Secretary to Secre- 
tary of the Navy Josephus Daniels, filling that re- 
sponsible position during the four years of Mr. Dan- 
iels’ first term, and then becoming Associate Editor 
of The Sunday School Times from 1917 until 1924, 
when he left this work in order to give even more 
time to Christian writing. He is now associated 
with James H. McConkey in the Silver Publishing 
Company, and writes for several influential Christian 
journals while editing “Christ Life” for the Union 
Gospel Press. He is also a contributing editor for 


“Serving-and-Waiting,” the magazine of The Phila- - 


delphia School of the Bible. His work has frequently 
appeared in the Times columns, unsigned, since he left 
its office staff, and it is good to have his name again 
in each issue. Knowing his personal convictions as 
the Editors of The Sunday School Times do, his per- 
sonal prayer life, the pre-eminence he has long given 
to prayer as the-most vital service a Christian can 
render, and his rich and fruitful study of the Word, 
the Times is assured that its readers will find great 
blessing in their daily following of Dr. Banks’ guid- 
ance in this opportunity for both individual and family 


worship. 
=< 
Ushering In the New Year 


Not all watching for the new year is profitable. 
Thousands will gather in hilarious crowds in the 
streets of the large cities, and, amid revelry and din, 
will usher in the new year. Many will gather with 
friends in their own homes to celebrate the passing 
of the old year in eating and drinking. Others will 
indifferently sleep. But to the Church of Christ comes 
a call to a far different sort of conduct during the 
year’s last hours. “My soul waiteth for the Lord 
more than they that watch for the morning,” sang 
the Psalmist, and it is in such waiting before God 
that many Christians will greet 1928. Each year the 
call to Watch Night meetings, as sent out by the 
Great Commission Prayer League, has met with larger 
and larger response, — miore than three thousand hav- 
ing written, last year, that they were planning Watch 
Night services ‘in their church. 

Will you, your church, your pastor, have a 
part in the blessing that will come to thousands who 


observe this time of heart-searching and prayer? 
Will the revival of the whole Body of Christ be 
hastened because of the prevailing prayer that shall 
ascend to God as a result of your interest in praying 
for and arranging such a meeting in your community? 
Let us make this Watch Night one that shall open 
the very windows of Heaven in revival blessing. 


-— 


Taking Our Stand 


Grays have no place in God’s Word. The Bible 
is a book of blacks and whites. The blackness of sin 
is never toned down to gray; nor is gray ever offered 
as a substitute for the whiteness of righteousness. 
God asks men to take their stand with him or against 
him, either to accept his Word or to reject it. But 
there have always been those who think it unneces- 
sary to take either of these “extreme” positions; they 
try to be impartial. A newspaper of wide circula- 
tion and large influence has for a good many years 
been publishing editorials that stand unhesitatingly 
for the Word of God. One of its staff said recently 
to a friend that these articles bring the paper many 
words of gratitude, and on the other hand they “stir 
up those who are opposed to Christianity. This, I 
take it, is also a sign of the blessing that is upon 
these writings. We continue to receive the warmest 
praise, and occasionally the most bitter condemnation, 
for the views expressed. Some write and ask that 
we publish also editorials in favor of the ‘Modern 
School of Thought.’ These people fail to realize how 
absurd the position in which they would place our 
paper, having two voices speak, one for and the other 
against the spel message. They enable us to see 
how spiritually blind the natural mind really is.” 
James, by inspiration, said concerning this same pro- 
posed policy: “Doth a fountain send forth at the 
same place sweet water and bitter? Can the fig tree, 
my brethren, bear olive berries? either a vine, figs? 
so can no fountain both yield salt water and fresh.” 
Those who insist on the necessity of going the whole 
way with the Lord are sometimes called harsh and 
intolerant. But the risen Lord himself said, concern- 
ing the “neutrals” who professed Christianity in the 
first century: “I know thy works, that thou art 
neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. 
So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold 
nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.” Yes, 
these were loving words, for the Lord would keep his 
own from all connection and compromise with sin, 
which always means distress and death. That is why 
he asks us to come clear over on his side, the only 
place of joy and life. 


The Embraced, Exchanged, and Exultant Will 


T IS beyond the greatest flight of imagination to 
| grasp all that is contained in the words of our Lord 

found in Hebrews 10:7, “Lo, I come to do thy 
will, O God.” In that simple exclamation there are 
heights to which no mind can rise, depths that can- 
not be fathomed, breadths that cannot be reached, and 
lengths that it is impossible fully to scan. It is the 
word uttered by the Eternal Son in his self-consecra- 


tion to his incarnate life and work in the embracing - 


of the will of God. The word discloses to us the 
“mind ... which was in Christ Jesus” when in eter- 
nity the Beloved Son with the Father embraced the 
Father’s will, and willed to come down and to be 
“made flesh.” It-reveals to us the thought that He, 
being true God, elected to become true Man in order 
to perform the Father’s will in saving us. 3 

We hear eternal voices speaking to one another upon 
the throne. It-seems that we hear the Father say, 
“Whom shall I send?- Who will go?” And then 
from the same throne, from a glory no less excellent, 
the Son replies, “Lo, I come.” It is the voice of 
Godhead answering in an utterance of absolute. free 
will; the fulfillment of an act of time as the eternal 
present. It is the answer of submission to the will of 
the Father. 

As we listen to the heavenly voices of sending and 


submission, the apostle bids us read his Philippian 
letter and learn what that “Lo, I come” involved for 
Him who uttered it. “Who [Christ Jesus], being in 
the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God: but made himself of no reputation.” He 
did not tenaciously cling to his supreme and rightful 
dignity. as a thing to be used jealously and for him- 
self. He “took upon him the form of a servant, and 
was made in the likeness of men,” entering iato all 
the conditions and experiences of human bond service. 

Coming as Man, the Lord Jesus served as man, 
stooping under the yoke of absolute and obligatory 
obedience, whick is due from man, and submission to 
the will of the heavenly Father. Carrying his humil- 
iation and consecration to its fullest extent, he went 
through all the awful experiencés of manhood and 
“became obedient unto death.” In his utter obedi- 
ence, he hid not his face fromm shame and spitting, and 
with hands stretched ‘forth he “made his soul an of- 
fering for sin,” and died the appalling death, “even 
the death of the cross.” 

Those downward steps Christ took, from the Glory 
to the cross, in order to perform the Father’s wil 
that salvation be brought to the werld. What a de- 
scent! The Creator of life a partaker of death! He 
came down to where ,we are that he might bring us 
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up to the Glory whence he came. He embraced the 
Father’s will, and it was his passion to perform it. 
Again and again he said, “I came down from heaven, 
not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent 

God, in Isaiah 42, calls to us, “Behold my servant, 
mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth . . . Who is 
blind, but my servant? or deaf, as my messenger that 
I sent? who is blind as he that is perfect, and blind 
as the Lord’s servant?” Was the Christ of God of 
whom this speaks blind and deaf? Yes, blind and 
deaf to all but the will of God. Battling with Satan 
in the wilderness, bearing the persecution of men, 
pouring out his life in a ministry of sacrificial love 
and service, feeding the multitudes, walking on the 
sea, praying on the mountain side, dying on the cross 
—all was included, all was performed in a voluntary 
submission to the Father’s will. After lighting up 
that darkened soul with the light of eternal life at 
the well of Sychar, our Lord declared to his dis- 
ciples, “My meat is to do the will of him that sent 
me, and to finish his work.” His life’s source and 
satisfaction were to do his Father’s will. Life’s holy 
motive, life’s powerful energizer, life’s crowning glory 
—the will of God. \ 

Our Lord set himself aside that, “according to the 
will of God,” he “might deliver us from this present 
evil world” that we might become “a royal priesthood, 
an holy nation, a peculiar people” showing forth the 
excellencies of him who hath called us out of dark- 
ness into his marvelous light. 

The accomplishment of that will meant for the Lord 
Jesus humiliation and suffering, “prayers and suppli- 
cations with strong crying and tears.” ‘Though he 
were a Son’ —the very Son of God— “yet learned 
he obedience by the things which he suffered.” The 
holy, sensitive Christ whose message was to tell of 
his sweet companionship with the Father, and whose 
mission was to raise us to that eternal fellowship, 
passed through the midnight of suffering. The Son 
of man had nowhere to lay his head. Misunderstood 
by his friends, thought even to be mad, and accused of 
performing his miracles by the power of Satan, he 
went through the bitterness of suffering. He passed 
through the school of suffering wherein we learn that 
first and last lesson: that, to please the Father, there 
must be complete submission to his will. 

What contradiction, what contumely the Lord en- 
dured! He was vilified, vituperated, slandered. What 
must the suffering have meant to the sensitive Holy 
One! What torture must have been his to come in 
contact with the hideousness and vulgarity of sin! 
He was a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief, 
All this he endured. But as the revealer of the Father, 
and the perfect performer of the Father’s will, what 
compassion and love he returned! All the forces of 
Satan that were leveled against him to allure him or 
compell him to turn aside from that will utterly failed. 
The whole life of Christ was one grand act of utter 
abandonment to his Father. If such is the sacrifice 
of the Eternal One, what must be the sanctity of 
the eternal state! 

But let us go farther and view another phase in 
the life of our Lord in relation to the Father’s will. 
We go to the Garden of Gethsemane. We tread 
upon holy ground. We behold a scene we hardly 
dare touch upon. We gaze upon our Lord, prostrate 
in the moonlight, under the olive trees, alone with 
God. He is in an agony. Before him is the awful 
cross. The holy Christ must be made sin for us. 
Only he who knows what sin is in its fearful depths 
can comprehend its appalling meaning. There in his 
agony his sweat is as it were great drops of blood 
falling down to the ground. We hear the cry, “O my 
Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: 
nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.” But it 
cannot pass from him, and again he cries, “O my 
Father, if this cup may not pass away from me, ex- 
cept I drink it, thy will be done.” 

We may venture to call this the exchanged - will. 
The Son exchanged his will for that of the Father. 
Not that it was not always so, but here also in the 
supreme and awful crisis, when it was impossible even 
for Eternal Love to withhold that cup, the Son crossed 
out his own will in an absolute submission to the 
Father. The will of the Son was completely iden- 
tified with that of the Father, and one will reigned 
absolutely supreme. 

Are we willing to tread this pathway? Are we will- 
ing to exchange our will for God’s in every circum- 
stance? Madame Guyon, who followed hard after her 
Lerd, and Was put in prison in France for her testi- 
mony to him, could in her prison cell sing: 


A little bird am I, 
Shut in from fields of air, 
And in my cage I sit and sing 
To Him who placed me there; 
Well pleased a prisoner to be, 
Because, my God, it pleaseth Thee. 


Oh, it is good to soar 
These bolts and bars above 
To Him whose purpose I adore, 
Whose providence I love; 
And in Thy mighty will to find , 
The joy, the freedom of the mind. 


“Can we take this place? Ah, to be able to say. at all 
times, and in. every circumstance, “hy will be done”! 
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To do so is to have victory over suffering even through 
suffering, and to triumph in submission. And in the 
midst of tears and humiliation, the song of triumph 
rises, yet to be heard above the suppliant’s sobs. 
The battle having been fought in the Garden, our 
Lord goes forth to meet his enemies. As they draw 
near, the impetuous Peter with his sword strikes the 
servant of the high priest, and cuts off his right ear, 
only to hear the Lord say, “Put up thy sword into 
the sheath: the cup which my Father hath given me, 
shall I not drink it?” In effect the Lord said, “Will 
you rob me of performing my Father’s will? I exult 
in my Father’s will, and will drink of the cup he has 
placed to my lips.” Oh, the glory of the Christ! It 
was an exultant Christ exulting in his Father’s will 
who went to the cross, and for the joy set before him 
endured its awful shame and woe, that the Father 
might be glorified, his will accomplished, and salvation 
encircle the earth. Strange paradox, yet true, even 
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in that awful hour when from the depths of agony the 
Lord cried, “My God, my God, why hast thoy 
forsaken me?” the Son exulted in the will of the 
Father. 

We have an example that we should follow in his 
steps. Are we willing to go all the way? 

Beloved, shall we not, with uttermost consecration 
and brokenness of heart, not only yield ourselves to 
God but exult in his will? What may it cost? Tribu- 
lations, persecutions, infirmities, reproaches; it may be 
the loss of reputation also. Let us face it. Are we 
prepared to glory in these things? Let us.accept God’s 
will — good, acceptable, and perfect —and exult in it, 
even if this be his way of leading us to perfect victory. 

May God by his Spirit empower us to embrace his 
will, to exchange his will for our own, and to exult 
in his will; may he enable us to follow in the foot- 
steps of our Lord, to triumph to his glory; and crown 
us with transformation into his blessed image. 





Memories of Thomas E. Stephens 


Can you not by all means have a sketch of Thomas 
E. Stephens’ life given to your readers by some mas- 
ter hand? He was a phenomenal disciple in many 
ways.—A missionary in China. 


At the invitation of The Sunday School Times, 
Mrs. Stephens has written a character sketch of her 
beloved husband, which will be published in next 
week’s issue of the Times. Mrs. Stephens’ life is 
a busy one, engaged as she is in teaching work, and 
the recent months since her husband’s Home-going 
have been filled with many responsibilities, especially 
in connection with his great work as Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League. She has received 
many letters of loving remembrance and appreciation 
of the printed letter she sent out in September tell- 
ing of her husband’s death, and she has had many 
more requests to write to afflicted and bereaved ones 
than she could possibly meet. Concerning the Edi- 
tor’s request for the article on Mr. Stephens, she 
wrote: 


When I first read your letter, there did not seem 
to be a single humanly possibly way, so far as physi- 
cal strength and time are concerned, for me to write 
it now. .. . And so this morning, while praying espe- 
cially about my duty to the Times and its large fam- 
ily, I was greatly comforted by “He maketh a way 
through the wilderness.” And that way in its prac- 
tical outworking for me is to remain in our little 
cottage here in Chicago, and to give my vacation 
a November 24-27, to the writing of the Times 
article. 


The Sunday School Times family will be grate- 
ful for Mrs. Stephens’ story of her husband’s 
life and work. At the Memorial Service in Septem- 
ber,. held in the Moody Church of Chicago, when Dr. 
Philpott and Dr. Torrey spoke of the far-reaching and 
faithful ministry of the Director of the Great Com- 
mission Prayer League, a letter from the Editor of 
The Sunday School Times was read, and he gladly 
takes this opportunity of giving that tribute to his 
loved friend here, in the columns of the paper which 
Mr. Stephens so long served by his written messages 
and his untiring intercession: 


September 14, 1927. 

I do not know how many years I have known, and 
loved, and thanked God for Thomas E. Stephens. 
It almost seems as though I could not remember 
when I did not know him and depend upon him. 
There is a deep and saddening sense of loss when, 
from time to time, I realize that he has been taken 
from us, that I cannot think of him as in his Chicago 
office, or home, or on his knees in his place of 
prayer; and that, when some great need arises in 
my own life or wori-or in that of a loved one, I can- 
not send a letter or a telegram to dear Thomas and 
ask his intercession, as I have done so many, many 
times. 

There has never been anyone else in my life to 
whom I have turned for prayer help so confidently, 
so eagerly, so gratefully as to Mr. Stephens. It has 
been such a comfort,—in the real meaning of that 
word comfort, “added strength,” to know that he was 
praying for me. 

One of my earliest recollections of special associa- 
tion with him was in connection with the remarkable 
message, “Suppose.” I had seen a copy of it, and had 
read it, and it had gripped my soul. When I learned 
that he had written it, my heart went out to him. 
Only God knows how many hundreds of thousands, 
or perhaps millions of persons have been challenged 
and aroused by the God-given appeal of “Suppose.” 
If Mr. Stephens had never done anything else in his 
Christian service, had never written another word for 
publication than that leaflet, it would have been enough 
for one lifetime, in comparison with so.many of us. 

I question whether anyone in our generation. has 
had quite such a deep heart-burden for the revival 





of the entire body of Christ as the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League. There are, of 
course, countless intercessors scattered throughout the 
world, with this same -burden. Many are praying 
and have been praying for many years for the great 
awakening of the Church. But surely God raised up, 
as one who had “come to the kingdom for such a time 
as this,” our beloved friend to be a standard. bearer 
leading on the hosts of God’s children in prayer for 
that which must be nearest and dearest to the heart 
of God. 

Certainly I have never known, in my thirty years 
of editorial experience, anyone who has been so gifted 
in preparing and circulating printed matter of the. 
most compelling sort, to induce God’s people to pray. 
Mr. Stephens always discounted his own gifts. and 
abilities. But he had a most remarkable genius in 
discovering, and writing up, and presenting with typo- 
graphical forcefulness, the very facts and statements 
and illustrations that people, when once they began 
to read, could not turn away from. As an editor my- 
self, I have had the experience over and over again of 
receiving by mail a fresh piece of printed matter 
from the office of the Great Commission Prayer 
League, starting to read it hastily or with perfunctory 
interest because of the pressure of my work in other 
directions, and then finding myself held up by it, read- 
ing every word, and then laying it down with the 
realization that, whatever else was crowding upon 
the columns of The Sunday School Times, we must 
use this. 

His deep humility was very beautiful, and very 
true, and very unusual. He shrank from having his 
own name appear in connection with his work and 
writings. When we asked him to write regularly the 
department of Family Worship in The Sunday School 
Times, he consented only on condition that we should 
not use his name, but simply “Director of the Great 
Commission Prayer League.” This department in our 
paper has been a veritable prophet’s chamber of spir- 
itual life and fellowship with God for our readers. 

There was nothing vague or nebulous or abstract 
about Mr. Stephens’ prayer life and his prayer guid- 
ance to others. .Prayer to him, as to our Lord, was 
the most practical and powerful method that men can 
use for getting results. He believed in having very 
definite objects and purposes in prayer, and his “Prayer 
Suggestions,” for every day of the week, week by 
week, in his department in The Sunday School Times 
opened up new channels of prayer usefulness to his 
world-wide family. 

As our hearts are filled with sorrow by our tem- 
porary, human loss of this dear friend, we must never- 
theless remember that the very uniqueness of his min- 
istry and life work must mean one thing: that that 
work will go on, here on earth, now that he has been 
taken from us: it will go on because he lived and 
prayed as he did. And it is our responsibility who 
are left, as we remember him and praise God for him, 
to recognize what my own beloved father many years 
ago called “Our Duty of Making the Past a Success.” 
Thomas E. Stephens’ work, so far as his personal 
ministry here on earth is concerned, is now in the 
past. God looks to us to make his past the success 
that the heart of God and the heart of this child of 
God long for. Shall we be faithful in continuing to 
pray as he did? 

Cartes G. TRUMBULL. 
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The Lord can make no new discoveries about us. 
When he chose us he knew what was in us — that 
Peter would deny him, and all the rest forsake him; 
and yet he chose us for himself. We should be startled 
at the revelations that come of failure, shortcoming, 
and sin; but he made provision for them all. - How 
great the possibilities that open up before .a faith that 
will. lay hold of and appropriate such provisionl— 
John McCarthy, tn the Keswick Calendar. 


&... 


ante ge. 


—_, 


Sees cae er 


=< s 





we 


a —, 


nn sealant nr 


z ——_ 


€ 
) 


een 





ee el 


aN 


ee 





Se 


— 


dALesson for January 1- 
Mark 1 : 1-13 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


9 * 779 








The Watch Night Meeting of the Words 


How it brought comfort and new courage to a young minister 





By Lydia Lion Roberts 

















church, hesitated a moment, and then, with a 
tired sigh, slid into one of the bare pews.. It 
was the last hour of the old year? As dark and dull 
as the church interior was the young man’; mind. 
He passed a big hand absent-mindedly over his brown 
hair and closed his somber eyes. -What had he ac- 
complished in the past year in this small town by the 
sea? He had started out with high hopes and eager 
plans, but confidence had dribbled away through the 
long months until tonight the minister’s soul felt like 
an empty shell. rae 
“I’m like the little church,” he thought whimsically, 
“nothing inside but wood, dust, and darkness.” 
Deacon Whortleberry had been unusually trying in 
the past month and had harassed the minister, whom 
he scorned for his youth, by stubbornly opposing every 
suggestion of change or progress. Mr. Barton, one 
of the kindest and most prominent men in the church 
had been suddenly taken away, leaving the young min- 
ister without his stanch supporter. ‘ 
The young folks troubled the minister, too. His 
weary mouth curved into a fleeting smile as he thought 


TS young minister glanced into the little empty 


- of the brisk arguments and turbulent speeches whirl- 


ing around him because he was often the storm center. 
He hoped the young folks liked him. He didn’t dare 
show them how lonely he was, a thousand miles away 
from his own home, and embarrassed by the many 
problems brought to him to solve. ae = 

“Perhaps I was not meant to be a minister,” he 
sighed despondently. “The year past seems so full 
of failures that I cannot see any way in which I have 
helped. My courage is gone tonight. I feel as useless 
as this empty room.” F . 

He had spoken aloud and to his astonishment he 
thought a little rustling of laughter answered him. 
He raised his bowed head and looked around. He 
rubbed his puzzled eyes to see more distinctly. The 
old, worn pews were full of people. Their forms 
were shadowy but their faces were distinct. The 
minister wondered how he could see their faces so 
plainly in the dark and then he realized that all the 
people were smiling and it was the smiles which light- 
ened the gloom. des 

“Why —er—good evening,’ the ygung minister 
said courteously, but timidly, for he felt hke a stranger 
in his own church. 


GAIN the rustle of sweet laughter answered him. 
“We are glad to have you with us, man of God,” 
said a voice near him. 

He turned in bewilderment. 
don me, I do not seem to know you. 
welcome,” he added quickly. 

“We are the words,” replied another voice. 

“He doesn’t understand yet,” whispered some one 


“Thank you, but, par- 
You are very 


. else. 


“We are the words that haye been spoken in your 
church during the past year,” explained a gentle voice. 
“Perhaps you have forgotten that the spoken word is 
never lost, never dies, but lives forever in the hearts 
of men.” 

The young minister bent his head. He had for- 
gotten. 

“Once a year, at the last hour, the old words all 
meet and give account of themselves,” continued the 
same clear voice., “As we are church words, of course 
we hold the meeting in our own church. If you will 
be very quiet you may stay.” 

“Hush, here comes the old year,” cautioned. a new 
figure. : 

A tall, gravely handsome old man was mounting 
the pulpit steps. ‘He rapped his scythe three times 
on the pulpit and the whispering and rustling ceased. 

“First,” he said reverently, “we shall have the com- 
munion words.” 

A group of delicately outlined figures rose near the 
front of the church and spoke together. “We have 
echoed through the room once a month through the 
past year,” they said. “We have brought peace to 
troubled hearts, we have shown the’ way to hundreds 
who bowed at the altar. We have melted the ice in 
cold hearts and sent the thrill of new hope and trust 
into discouraged men and women. Our greatest mes- 
sage has been ‘Come.’” 

The old year raised his hand in benediction. 

“Next the missionary words,” he commanded. ._ 

A shadowy group of women rose and a leader spoke. 
“The missionary words spoken here have traveled 
around the world. One word fell into a young girl’s 
heart and she has started on the long road to India. 
One fell into the heart of an old man and he gave his 
money to send teachers to distant lands. Another 
word troubled the heart of a strong young doctor until 
he brought healing into the crowded cities. One word 
‘traveled-through creeks :and-forests. to the -mountain 
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people and took help to the hard worked teachers. Every 
missionary word dropped in this church could tell its 
wonderful story. Our greatest word is ‘Go.’” 

Again the old year bowed and called another group. 

“We are the welcoming words spoken in this church 
this past year,” said a bright-faced figure. “We have 
made people feel at home and warmed their hearts. 
We have brought the children into classes and the 
young. men and women into fine groups. We have 
found that the word ‘Welcome’ is a power in leading 
people into the various phases of church life.” 

The young minister was sitting erect now, his eyes 
alight in his amazed face. He had not realized that 
all these words had lived through the year. : 

“We are the teachers’ words,” said a quiet voice 
in answer to the old year’s beckoning. “We are the 
words softly dropped, spoken in season, that fall into 
young hearts and turn them from evil to Christ. We 
are the wistful, urgent words spoken to the classes 
by beloved teachers. We fall into eager young hearts, 
transform them, and inspire those lives to undreamed 
of service.” 

“We are the friendly words.” A group of grace- 
ful, richly colored figures stood up next. “We are 
the words the church people say to one another and 
to the strangers within their gates. We praise 
earnest endeavor, we win the trust of the young peo- 
ple, we go home with the lonesome people, and we 
comfort the sad. We create the cordial, friendly at- 
mosphere that makes people happy in their church 
home.” 


HERE was a burst of merry laughter from a corner 
near the front of the church and the young minister 
leaned forward in surprise. The old year smiled be- 


nignly. 

“The children’s words,” he said gently. 

A large group of gayly colored, sparkling figures 
arose. 

“We are the words spoken to the children,” ex- 
plained a high, sweet voice. “We are the fresh, bub- 
bling, laughing words that keep little children trusting 
and unafraid. We are the words that tell about the 
Lord who gathered the little ones around him. We 
help the children to know him and turn to him natu- 
rally and joyously.” 

“And lastly the minister’s words,” commanded the 
old year. 

The young minister shrank back fearfully. He had 
done so little. His words had seemed to have no 
effect. He had tried hard to interpret the life-giving 
words of the Bible, but now he was afraid. 

Group after group arose from the wooden pews, 
until in his amazement the young minister rose with 
them and stood facing the old year with perplexed, 
pleading eyes, not yet daring to understand. 

“We are the minister’s words,” said a vibrant, strong 
voice. “We come from the heart of a good man. We 
are the words he has spoken to his flock as he cared 
for them like a good shepherd. We are the tall, 
straight words he has driven into the hearts of the 
young men, and the gentle, encouraging words he has 
spoken to the young women. We are the patient 
words he has given to the difficult ones of his con- 
gregation, and the understanding words he has hum- 
bly sent to the weaker ones. We are the companionable 
words he has given the children and the comforting 
words he has given others when his own heart was 
sore and lonely. We are the words he has used as 
a sword to pierce indifferent ones, and the words 
that have been light to those whose souls dwelt in 
darkness. We have been dropped into a good field 
and have brought forth fruit a hundredfold.” 


HE young minister bowed his head that none might 

see his misty, shining, shamed eyes. Could this be 
true? Had the words he had preached and spoken 
through the long, busy, trying months become these 
blessings? How could he have doubted and been 
afraid! How little he knew, after all, of the mys- 
terious ways of God! 

Suddenly a bell began to ring and the figures in the 
pews rose to one great mass while heavenly music 
rang through the arches of the little church. A golden 
light poured over the room. The old year had van- 
ished and in the pulpit stood a child. His face was 
radiant, and the light of his smile made all things new. 

“All hail the New Year,” chanted many voices. 

A great burst of joyous singing shook the little 
church, while bells pealed triumphantly and organ 
music added its jubilant thunder. 

“IT am the new word,” cried the child. 

The whole church lightened, and happiness and hope 
glowed from the many faces. The young minister’s 
shoulders were straight and strong, his qyes were 
alight with earnest purpose, his mouth firm and cour- 
ageous. . 


_ “I am ihe new word, come to begin the New Year 
Pg church,” again cried the ringing voice of the 
child. ‘ 

_“I wait at the doors of little homes and great man- 
sions, I fly ‘to distant nations and knock at the doors 
of great cities. I come freshly coined from the heart 
of God. I open the door of the New Year and show 
you a golden way. My name is ‘Love’!” 

_ With that, the church was flooded with brilliant 
light, and clarion tones came from above, “Behold, 
the former things are come to pass, and new things 
do I declare— Sing unto the Lord a new song, and 
his praise from .the end of the earth—A new com- 
mandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; 
as I have loved you, that ye also love one another — 
That we should serve in newness of spirit, and not 
in the oldness of the letter — To him that overcometh 
will I give a white stone, and in the stone a new name 
written —I will write upon him my new name — Be- 
hold, I make all things new.” 


i bing voice ceased. The minister had gone down on 
his knees, unable to bear the piercing light. The 
bells were softly humming, the music died away. A deep 
peace entered the young minister’s heart. 

He raised his head. The little church was dark 
and still. Only a ray of moonlight fell across the 
altar. He looked dazedly at the worn, empty pews, 
the quiet interior. 

“So it was all a dream.” The minister smiled 
thoughtfully as his gaze lingered on the pulpit where 
a faint, golden haze drifted upward. .The air about 
him seemed vibrating with the power of unseen words 
—words spoken but never forgotten, sleeping but 
never dead, winged, living words. 

_ With head uplifted and eyes serene, the young min- 
ister opened the door of the little church. A clock 
outside boomed one. 

“A Happy New Year,” said the young minister to 
the frosty moonlight. “A new word and the name is 
‘Love,’” he murmured reverently. He looked up at 
the calm sky. “And God still speaks to the souls of 
men,” he asserted gratefully. 

“A wonderful New Year,” said the young minister 
fervently, with his firm, courageous smile lifted to 
the stars, “a whole New Year ahead to work in the 
little church among my people.” 


WIintTuHrop, Mass. 








From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 

















Beware lest any man spoil you through phi- 
vogophy +33 vain deceit, after the tradition of men 
ol. 2:8). 


bse word spoil, sulagogon, does not mean cor- 
rupt, but despoil, make spoil of, carry off as prey 
or booty. Paul had described in the first chapter 
the blessed emancipation of the Christian in terms sug- 
gestive of Israelitish history. “Who hath delivered 
us from the power of darkness,” the dark Egypt of 
sin, “and hath colonized us into the kingdom of his 
dear Son” — Jehovah’s land — “qualifying us for the 
inheritance of the saints,” literally, “the parcel of the 
lot” as in Canaan of old (cf. Num. 18:20, “Thy part 
and thine inheritance among the children of .Israel’”). 
Now they were being beguiled, paralogizetai, led out 
of their reckoning, with persuasive words as the 
newcomers into Canaan by the old idolatries, and 
were in deadly danger of being despoiled as the gen- 
eration that followed Joshua by Midianite and Philis- 
tine marauders. Only the modern Philistine raider 
is Philosophy, even empty deceit (the absence of prep- 
osition and article enforces this translation). 

Many present-day theologians are prone to present 
Christian teaching in terms of contemporary specula- 
tion and are rather proud of their modernity in so 
doing. Paul on the other hand resolutely broke with 
contemporary thought and phraseology. He uses the 
word “philosophy,” the great word of classical an- 
tiquity, this once in all his writings and then only to 
stigmatize it as dangerous deception. With positive 
religion he overflowed; of. comparative religion he 
wished to know nothing. So again we find him boy- 
cotting absolutely the great heathen word arete, virtus, 
virtue, —a word which recurs with monotonous itera- 
tion -in all the moral treatises of antique literature, .as 
incessant as “ethics” in present-day liberal writing, — 
and as ineffective. Once only in his letters do we 
find this common heathen -expression for moral ex- 
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cellence,— in Philippians 4:8. The apostle had been 
listing the moral traits of the Christian life, — things 
honest, pure, of good report. Then he suddenly changes 
his form of expression, — “Yes,” he says, “and if there 
be any virtue, arete, any least thing worthy of con- 
sideration or imitation in the heathen ethic, or praised 
of man in general, remember that, too.” He would 
omit no possible ground of appeal. 

In this connection it is also noticeable that Paul 
uses but once the current pagan word to theion, divin- 
ity, and that when speaking to pagans in the Athenian 
Areopagus. This abstraction is studiously avoided. 
God was simply not thought of by Paul conceptually 
any more than an attached son would think of his 
father as paternity. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
we 


Letters from a Farm Mother 
to Her Son at College 
VII. Choosing a Lifework 


Skylight Farm. 
Dear Boy o’MINE: 

I propose to write you today about a question that 
seems to you very urgent just now, the question of 
your lifework. I appreciate the truth of what you say 
about needing to know what you are working toward 
before selecting your course of study. Perhaps you 
may think the suggestions I am about \to make too 
general to help you much. But if you will give them 
prayerful heed—I know I am right in this —it will 
enable you to take your life-tide at the flood. Though 
I don’t quite agree with the poet, that there is but 
one high moment of destiny and if we blunder there 
the voyage of our lives thenceforth is “bound in 
shallows and in miseries.” I have found that real 
life often fails to conform-to the rules of the drama. 

First I must answer a question of yours. You 
ask me if Dad and I really want you to be a farmer. 
And I answer, most emphatically, that Dad and I 
would hardly dare so much as to suggest what career 
you shall choose. If farming should prove to be your 
work, I am sure your father will rejoice to know that 
for another generation this beautiful old homestead is 
to remain in the hands of the only white family. that 
has ever claimed it. It is a rich privilege to build on 
such a foundation. I fancy that most men of middle 
age begin to realize, as Dad does, that their own plans 
are really too big fcr a single lifetime, that the best 
they can hope to do is to lay a good foundation for 
the next generation to build tpon. As for me, you 
know that I was at first just a denatured school ma’am. 
I confess that when I gave up my own job to do what 
some of my friends said would be to bury myself 
on the farm, I.rather. expected to find that the clock 
would tick annoyingly loud. But how soon I took 
root, and how deep my roots have struck! When I 
climb up to that clump of -cottonwoods in the old 
blue-grass pasture and look back at this cluster of 
white buildings against the green of the orchard, I 
know that in marrying Dad I must have become bone 
of his bones and ‘flesh of his flesh, so truly does his 
ancestral heritage seem my own. 

As for the economic phase of the question, which 
seems to give you grave concern, let me say that I 
cheerfully acknowledge my doubt as to whether mod- 
ern methods will ever do away with long hours and 
aching ‘muscles, or ever make of farming in itself a 
road to great wealth. Undoubtedly you will live to 
see great changes in the relation of agriculture to 
other industries. They must come. I do not anticipate 
that we shall lapse into the evils of a peasant tenantry. 
I fear there is more danger of a monopoly o: food 
sources as agriculture. becomes industrialized. In 
either case, there is bound to be need for intelligent 
Christian leadership. And whatever its problems, the 
farm will always remain the finest spot upon God’s 
footstool to breathe clean air, to eat wholesome food, 
to think sound thoughts, and to take heed and be- 
ware of covetousness. It does not, however, follow 
from all this that farming ought to be your job. 

And so for my general observations upon this puz- 
zling business of pathfinding. While I don’t altogether 
hold with what Shakespeare says of the “tide in the 
affairs of men,” I do believe, most firmly, in God- 
given destiny: that there’s a single place in God’s great 
pattern where your small life will fit, where it myst 
fit to make the pattern complete. If you ever get to 
feeling, as many people do, that God endowed us 
once for all, set us upon this planet, and then with- 
drew into his remote Heaven, leaving us to carve out 
our destiny alone, read the 139th Psalm. Read it any- 
wy. It will cause you to look up and call God 
‘Father.” 


Thou searchest out my path and my lying down 
And art acquainted with all my ways. 


I must not begin to quote, for every line is so rich 
— intimate, sympathetic understanding. But listen 
to this: 


Thine eyes did see mine unformed substance; 
And in thy book they were all written, 

Even the days that were ordairied for me, 
When as yet there was none of them. 
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You see this life of yours was all minutely charted 
long ago. Would you take a peep at the log if you 
could? No, it would spoil the story. What you 
would be glad to know is this: Am I taking the right 
turn of the road? Dare I march boldly forward, 
head' up, nothing doubting? The answer, found in 
James 1:5, 6, is so simple it seems there must be a 
catch in it somewhere. For if not, why have so many 
Christians missed a promise that so evidently offers 
immunity from all heartbreaking failure, all blind 
groping and blundering in the dark? Here is the rea- 
son. Few, oh, so pitifully few, of all God’s children 
have learned the first great rule of the road, “We 
walk by faith and not by sight.” 

I implore you, Lad, to study this promise from the 
first chapter of James, “to bind it for a sign upon 
your hand” and learn to steer by it before ever failure 
shall have made you cynical,-or success over-confident. 
Listen while I give you as nearly as I can the exact 
meaning of the original Greek. “If any of you lack 
wisdom, let him ask of God, the one who gives to 
all in simple frankness, without reproach; and it shall 
be given. But let him ask in faith, unscrutinizingly.” 
Isn’t that a glorious challenge to our faith and dar- 
ing? Over against God’s frank sincerity, James re- 
marks our worldly shrewdness, as if we were habitu- 
ally on our guard lest God should “put something over 
on us. 

And isn’t that spirit of scrutiny the very attitude of 
this materialistic age in which we live? The vast 
majority of Christians, if they were frank, would say: 
“T’ll see before I venture. I’ll prove before I trust.” 
Just there is the breeding ground of all the doubts 
and fears that haunt us and turn our poetry into prose. 
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Poor Bobby Burns voiced it in a letter to a friend. 
“I am so harassed with care and anxiety, that my Muse 
has degenerated into the veriest prose-wench that ever 
picked cinders. . . . The world sits such a load on 
my mind, that it has effaced almost every trace of the 
image of in me.” Ah, that’s what care will do! 
I beseech you to learn this secret of trust before you 
dare think of choosing a lifework, before the care 
wrinkles come to deface the fair image of God. 

Were I not reasonably sure that you are fully sur- 
rendered to God’s will, I should say more of that; 
for, after receiving Christ as Saviour, of course sur- 
render is the first step. But, granted your willingness 
to do his will, learn trustful abandon and let it cast 
out fear. For fear spells failure. And fear is sin. 
If I were a preacher, I’d some day preach a wonder- 
ful sermon on the fact that in Revelation 21, in de- 
scribing that vile company that have their part in the 
lake of fire, the Holy Spirit mentions first, not the 
moral scavengers of society, but “the fearful and un- 
believing.” 

Some day I mean you to read the life of George 
Miller. Here are three rules he lays down for the 
life of faith: 


1. Be slow to take new steps. Weigh everything in 
the light of the Holy Scriptures. 

2. Seek to have no will of your own. 

3. When you have found out the will of God, seek 
his help earnestly, perseveringly, expectantly. 

Shall you choose to be a farmer? Ask God. And 
ask in faith, unwaveringly. 

Your MortHer. 














Strange Products of a Boy’s Gardening 


And other archeological views of the moment 


By Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D., hresdent of, Zaris, Theological Seminary, and 


unday School Times 








this small village, a few miles from Vichy in 
France, some very curious remains were found 
in 1924. As often in the archeological world, the 
actual discovery was made by other than an arche- 
ologist. In fact, a boy working in the garden was the 
discoverer. There is no telling what a boy may come 
to, if he can only be persuaded to work in the garden! 
This boy got queer produce from his gardening, — 
some tools, some weapons such as axes and harpoons, 
and rude clay vases. Besides these, there were peb- 
bles decorated with rather crude drawings, all of 
which might have been dated many thousands of years 
ago, except that, alas, there were found also about 
fifty clay tablets with alphabetic inscriptions upon 
them, which, on examination, presented a striking re- 
semblance to our old friend, the Phoenician alphabet! 
Dr. Reinach now, from a careful study of these 
finds, comes to the quite reasonable conclusion that 
the date of the Paleolithic Age must be brought down 
“much further,” and also that the rude drawings can- 
not be earlier than 3500 to 4000 B. C. 
Salomon Reinach, in Antiquarian Journal, January, 1927, 
Ppp. 1-5. 
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Did Egyptian Women Use Razors ? 


HE long, tedious opening of the tomb of the 

mother of Cheops, under the direction of Dr. 
Reisner, is at last approaching completion, though 
there are still unexplored corners. This wonderful 
tomb far exceeded in extent the tomb of Tut-ankh- 
amen so much exploited, while the general public have 
known but little of this tomb of Hetep-Heres. It 
was well hidden, for it had no superstructure and so 
escaped observation. 

The beautiful things of the funeral deposit include, 
beside the usual chairs and vases, ten silver inlaid 
anklets, a quantity of gold and artifacts of gold, dishes 
and a cup, and, most amazing of all, a gold razor. It 
is rather startling to find milady of that early age, 
as well as of this late one, adding the razor to her 
toilet equipment. Flanpers are not so ultra modern 
as they affect to be. 

The sarcophagus was empty, but there is a possi- 
bility of yet finding the mummy concealed in some 
nook of the large tomb. 

G. A. Reisner, Illustrated London News, March 26, 1927, 
PP. 537-539; and British Museum F. A. XXV, Speciai Sup- 
plement, pp. 1-36. 
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When Nebuchadnezzar Controlled Tyre 


ZEKIEL, as well as the later Jewish writer Jo- 
sephus, gives much account of Tyre and the great- 
ness of her power and how Nebuchadnezzar besieged 
the place for thirteen years. Until now some have 
disputed whether or not. the city was actually taken 


Gite has been a name to conjure with. At 


— 
—— 


by the great king. Now some business documents 
of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, written by officials from 
Tyre itself after its conquest, corroborate Ezekiel and 
Josephus, and make clear that the king conducted the 
siege himself, and that, at least in 570 B. C., the city 
was in his hands. 

E. Unger, in Zeitschrift fir Altesta mentliche Wissen- 
schaft, XLIV, pp. 314-317. 


Wheat Fifty-four Centuries Old 


Wines has often been found in Egyptian tombs. 
Often, too, the old fiction of mummy wheat grow- 
ing has been imposed upon people, more upon the teller 
of the story than upon those who believe it. It is 
wheat from the packing straw of the mummy case 
and not the mummy wheat that grows. Wheat from 
Babylonia has, however, been unknown despite the 
fact that wheat is believed to “have come originally 
from Babylonia. Now, however, a jar of wheat from 
Jemdet Nasr, some few miles from Kish, has been 
found. It is from the earliest stratum of civilization 
in that land, about 3500 B. C. 

Announced by S. Langdon, in The London Times, and 
The Philadelphia Inquirer, March, 1927. 


Babylonia’s “ Binding Reeds” 


F KINDRED interest, linking discoveries in 
Egypt and Babylonia, Dr. Barton announces the 
discovery that “binding reeds” in Babylonia, not here- 
tofore understood, were used like straw in Egypt as 
binding material in bricks, as hair is used now in 
plaster. 
G. A. Barton, in Journal of American Oriental Society, 
1926, PP. 297-302. 
Ea 


Cuneiform, the Writing of the Common People 


HE work of Professor-Sellin at Schechem has 

been noticed in this department. It is of special 
interest that now his own account of that work, at 
least a preliminary. account, has been published, to- 
gether with a supplementary article by Professor 
Bohl ‘of Groenegen University in Holland on the cu- 
neiform tablets found. These tablets are most inter- 
esting, not because they contain some startling his- 
terical material, but because they are such common- 
place records of ordinary affairs of life, a contract 
tablet and a personal letter, in the nature of a dun 
by a man who is quite eloquent in his importunity to 
be paid. These things show what was not heretofore 
understood so clearly, that the cuneiform writing in 
the Babylonian tongue was quite generally used, and 


for. very ordinary: affairs of life, and by the common’ 


people. -All of this implies a somewhat general diffu- 
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Mark 1: 1-13 


- sion of the ability to write and read this foreign 


tongue in a most difficult script. These are the things 
that give glimpses into the long vistas of civilization 
of that age. Little by little the picture is coming out. 

We are not surprised to have Professor Sellin say 
that the most important find was that of the temples 
of Schechem, especially that of Baal-Berith mentioned 
in theBiblical account. Professor Sellin’s great in- 
terest in the corroboration of the Biblical record is 
well known. 

Professor Ernest Sellin, Zeitschrift far Palestina Verein, 


1927. 


The New Expedition to Kirjath Sepher 
REPARATIONS for the next joint expedition 
of Xenia Theological Seminary and The Sunday 

School Times to Kirjath-sepher are now well ad- 
vanced. I expect to sail February 15 and the work 
will continue until about the first of June. The staff 
is also being made up and will probably soon be com- 
plete. 
St. Louts. 
‘4 


Birthday Wishes to a Friend 
in Illness 


By Hazel E. Foster 


HAT am I wishing you, dear, today? 
Health, wealth, or a wreath of red roses ? 
Health, it must fail, and wealth fade away, 
And roses will pale when day closes. 


Love is too great for the bounds of a year, 
Too great for our three score and ten. 
Yours be the blessings of Now and Here, 

That bide till the There and Then. 


Yours be those good things the world cannot | 
give, 
The good it cannot take away, 
Calm and rejoicing to die or to live, 
The trust that we DO live alway ; 


“ 


Faith in the legions of God by ouz side, 
Sweet joy that grows sweeter with pain, 
Joy of all joys in the Lord to abide, 
In Him every loss to be gain ; 


Love of your loved ones in Him more dear,— 
Those near, those more near though away, 

God and all friends and all angels most near, 
To bless you this blessed birthday. 


Teaching Missions in a Separate 
Classroom 
; By Ethel Kay Wood 
An unusual and effective method of mission study 


NE of the more unusual departments of the First 

Presbyterian Sunday School, Morrison, Illinois, 
is the Missionary. The previous method of having 
some one tell a story, or otherwise present a topic 
before the whole school, taking not more than ten 
minutes during the devotional or opening period lacked 
several of the essentials of good teaching. It was 
found that no topic could be successfully presented to 
such varying ages as those in a group of adults, young 
people, juniors, and primary grades. Ten minutes 
was not long enough to make any subject clear, and 
to obtain a concentration of thought that would make 
the results lasting. 

Therefore, when the church building was remodeled 
last year, one room was set aside for Mission Study. 
It will comfortably care for from twenty to thirty 
children, and the classes are rarely larger than twenty. 
The room is furnished with one good-sized table, 
plenty of comfortable chairs, several good maps show- 
ing especially the missionary stations of the Presby- 
terian denomination; 4 cabinet containing shelves and 
drawers to hold literature and curios, a good. black- 
board, and attractive curtains at the windows. It is 
planned to add new equipment as needed. 

A schedule of time and classes has been worked 
out, and has proved very successful. Only the Young 
People’s and Junior Departments have access to this 
study room. Primary grades will soon be eligible in 
the natural process of promotion. Adult classes have 
various other week-day activities in organizations 
where they obtain the same information. 

There are six Junior classes and five classes in the 
Young People’s Department. These visit the Mission- 
ary Room once each Quarter, with ‘their teachers. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


They.come for the -régular lesson period, having their 
opening and closing exercises-in their respective de- 
partments. Any Sundays when there are no classes, 
the Missionary Superintendent utilizes the room for 
researches, planning of lessons, or helping in some 
other department. 

The curriculum is based on Presbyterian Mission 
Work in Foreign and Home Fields and the sources 
are varied and many. The superintendent of the de- 
partment acts as teacher and makes out her own 
course of lessons, thus preserving continuity. This 
teacher must of necessity be one who can adapt her 
teaching to various ages, in this case ranging from 
children of eight years to high school seniors. 

The lessons trace the beginnings of Christianity 
from Palestine, in the time of Christ, westward to 
our own midwestern country, going thoroughly into 
the work of Sheldon Jackson and pioneer work in 
the west. The Fourth Quarter’s lessons are on 
Alaska, its pioneers and the work of the Presbyterian 
Church there. The studies have been what children 
of these ages most want to hear about — history, prog- 
ress, heroism. These lessons are entirely separate 
from the regular Sunday-school lessons taught each 
Sunday in the other departments of the school. 

The story method is ysed some. The recitation 
method is most popular with all classes. For the older 
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classes maps are constantly used, and the blackboard 
for outlines. Pictures are used much, the children 
bringing good ones from their home reading. The 
classes have curios to examine whenever possible. 

The programs are flexible so that the unexpected 
may be introduced on short notice. For instance, a 
lady from Merida, Yucatan, was visiting friends in 
the city and kindly gave a talk on the people among 
whom she worked, using costumes and objects to make 
her talk very instructive and interesting. The attend- 
ancé that day taxed the room’s capacity. However, 
the attendance is always very good, and there is prac- 
tically no difficulty in the way of attention and general 
conduct. All classes show a decided preference for 
study of the missionary work being done in their own 
country. 

Many things remain to be formulated, but in the 
natural course, necessary changes and additions will 
come. There will be constant need of new materials 
and literature. These will be furnished by the Sun- 
day-school and the missionary society. The children 
are interested and responsive, and the teacher is deeply 
interested, and has the backing of a school that wants 
to be progressive, and of a pastor who was instru- 
mental in starting the plan and is a constant help and 
inspiration. 

Dixon, IL. 








in answer to prayer 








When Alexander Duff Came to Philadelphia 


A great missionary who was brought to America 


By Jane Hart Semple 














**Were he the Duke of Wellington, he could not see Dr. Duff at that time.’’ So George H. Stuart of Phila- 

delphia was informed when he asked for an interview with Alexander Duff in Edinburgh, in 1851. -Mr. Stuart 

wanted the great missionary of India to come to America. God heard the prayers of Mr. Stuart and his friends, 

and doors that seemed fast closed were opened. One = heard Dr. Duff speak tells of his visit to this country 
in 


EMORABLE was the winter of 1854, when 
M the famous missionary hero, Dr. Alexander 

Duff of Scotland and India, visited the United 
States and particularly the City of Brotherly Love. 
This, indeed, was an event of very great import and 
the cause of much rejoicing in church circles. Few 
there were in those days who had not heard of’ Dr. 
Duff and his great labors for the cause of Christ in 
India. Dedicated to the service of humanity, he gave 
his life that others might have life more abundantly. 

Mr. George H. Stuart, of Philadelphia, that eminent 
-Christian layman, had heard Dr. Duff speak in Lon- 
don in the summer of 1851. So greatly impressed 
was he by the missionary’s power and fervor that he 
resolved to invite him to visit Philadelphia. Disap- 
pointed in his efforts to meet Dr. Duff in London, Mr. 
Stuart. went to visit a friend near Belfast, Ireland. 
Learning shortly thereafter that the General Assembly 
was in session in Edinburgh and that Dr. Duff was 
the Moderator, Mr. Stuart immediately took passage 
on the night boat leaving Belfast for Glasgow, and 
thence to Edinburgh by train. 

The Assembly had adjourned, and Mr. Stuart in 
interviewing one of the clerks of the Assembly was 
informed that “were he the Duke of Wellington, he 
could not see Dr. Duff at that time.” 

Nothing daunted, Mr. Stuart sought Dr. Duff in 
the hotels of the city. At last he found him. Would 
Dr. Duff see Mr. George H. Stuart of Philadelphia? 
The word “Philadelphia” proved to be the “open 
sesame,” for Mrs. Duff had relatives in Philadelphia, 
and desired to make inquiry regarding them. 

Would Dr. Duff come to America and Philadelphia? 
Pleas of fatigue and illness resulting from his long 
and arduous labors in the heat of India, and the three 
thousand miles of watery waste lying between Scot- 


land and America were interposed. Again the Mace-: 


donian cry as of old went up. We need you! For 
three years Mr. Stuart corresponded with Dr. Duff, 
urging him to come to America, and finally his con- 
sent was gained. 

Early in the year 1854 Dr. Duff arrived in Jersey 
City. Winter had come apace. Seldom had there 
been such a winter in the East. A howling snowstorm 
was raging on the day set for Dr. Duff to come to 
Philadelphia. No train had gotten through from Jer- 
sey City to Philadelphia. Notwithstanding this, some 
one hundred guests, mostly clergymen of all denomi- 
nations, had assembled at Mr. Stuart’s Spruce Street 
home to do honor to the distinguished visitor. 

Great was the disappointment when it became known 
that Dr. Duff would be unable to reach Philadelphia 
that night. Mr. Stuart endeavored to get the Penn- 
sylvania Railroad officials to send a special train for 
him, but was assured that it would be impossible to 
get a train through that night. What could be done 
in the face of such a storm? It seemed as if nothing 
at all could be done but to wait —and pray. 

However, about ten o’clock that evening, when hope 
had been given up, suddenly there was a knock at 
the door. Dr. Duff, as if by a miracle, had arrived! 


Mr. Stuart at once asked that thanks be given for 
this divine blessing, and all hearts united in gratitude 
and praise. The missionary’s burning eloquence, his 
impassioned pleas for India’s teeming millions, living 
and dying without a Saviour, were not to be soon for- 
gotten. Seldom had man spoken as this man. This 
consecrated son of Scotland who had lifted high the 
cross of Christ on “India’s coral strands,” came and 
saw and conquered. The heart of Philadelphia was 
stirred to its very depths. 

Mr. Stuart said of a gathering in Philadelphia at 
which Dr. Duff spoke, “This remarkable meeting was 
held on the evening of the twenty-first of February, 
1854, and our Philadelphia Christians had the op- 
portunity and privilege of listening to one of the most 
fervid and earnest appeals for the cause of foreign 
missions that had ever been delivered.” Describing 
a similar address in New York, Dr. Theodore Cuyler 
said, “At this point of the address the reporters had 
to lay down their pens, and well they might, for they 
might as well have attempted to report a thunder- 
storm !” : 

Invitations poured in from all sides; would Dr. Duff 

come here, would he come there? Baltimore, Wash- 
ington, Cincinnati, all wanted to see and hear the 
missionary hero. 
_ Before one of the most distinguished assemblies 
of America, in the House of Representatives in Wash- 
ington, D. C., Dr. Duff again pleaded the cause of 
Christ in foreign lands. Thither came the President 
of the United States, Franklin Pierce; his Cabinet 
Ministers, the Justice of the Supreme Court; foreign 
dignitaries, Senators, Congressmen, and distinguished 
citizens — all came to see and hear, and all remained 
to pray. 

The speaker’s face shone. Lapsing into “guid braid 
Scots,” so deeply touching and lending itself so ex- 
quisitely to such an occasion, Dr. Duff, subordinating 
his own personal aims for India, told the old, old story, 
old yet ever new, of ’s love for men. Thrilling his 
hearers, he spent himself. Utterly exhausted by his 
efforts, he fell forward almost into the arms of the 
President. 

The West was calling him, and thither he went to 
Cincinnati. Finally, the time came for him to return 
to Scotland, but first New York must see and hear 
him. Not to be outdone by Philadelphia and the other 
cities, New York did its best to honor the mah and 
the cause. 

On the deck of the steamer which was to carry Dr. 
Duff to Scotland, he was presented with bills of ex- 
change on London amounting to more than five thou- 
sand pounds, equal to twenty-five thousand dollars in 
our coin. Mr. Stuart told him it was a small thank 
offering from a few friends in testimony of the great 
work that he had done in this country. .For such as 
he a crown is reserved; for such is the promise given: 
“They that be wise shall shine as the brightness of 
the firmament; and they that turn many to righteous- 
ness as the stars for ever and ever.” 


Mt. Hotty, N. J. 
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International Uniform Lesson.—Mark I : I-13 
Golden Text.—He must increase, but I must decrease.—John 3 : 30 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 


but traditionally and probably was written by 

the John Mark who appears in the Acts. Mark’s 
mother lived in Jerusalem (Acts 12:12), and prayer- 
meetings were held in her house. it may be also that 
hers was the house in which was the upper room 
where the Lord Jesus spent the last night of his 
earthly life, and where afterward, on Easter evening 
and subsequently, he came to them (John 20: 19). 
Here also the disciples may have gathered in the in- 
terval between the Ascension and Pentecost. Mark 
was nephew to Barnabas (Col. 4:10), himself a man 
of some wealth (Acts 4:37). He accompanied his 
uncle and Paul on their first missionary journey, but 
left them at Perga in Pamphylia -(Acts 13:13). Paul 
would not trust the young. man again (Acts 15: 38), 
but Barnabas continued to befriend him. Peter per- 
haps also helped him (1 Pet. 5:13). Though this 
may quite well refer to his own son, yet the wide- 
spread tradition that Mark’s Gospel was largely a 
résumé of Peter’s preaching makes the connection 
here the more likely. It is good to know that, in 
the end, Mark regained the confidence of Paul (2 
Tim. 4:11). 

Epiphanius (A. D. 310-404) and Jerome (A. D. 
346-420) say that Mark founded the Church in Atex- 
andria of which he became the first bishop, and that 
he suffered a martyr’s death. 

The Historical Setting 

Clement of Rome and most other early Christian 

writers mention Rome as the place where the Gospel 
according to Mark was written. Eusebius (about 
‘A. D. 320), on the authority of Clement, says that 
those who heard Peter at Rome besought Mark to 
write down for them the substance of the teaching. 
Yet the geographical notes in Mark are not such as 
we should expect to find in a Gospel written in a 
country so far distant from Palestine. Luke, for in- 
stance, describes Capernaum as a city of Galilee (4: 
31), while Mark refers to it without description as to 
a place well known. The term used for towns (Mark 
1:38) is a special one which implies a familiar ac- 
quaintance with the country. The Lake of Tiberias 
is several times called simply “the sea” (2:13; 3:7; 
4:1), a phrase not very intelligible to dwellers in 
taly. The phrase, “the other side,” is often used 
elliptically as in Matthew (cf. Luke 8:22). Con- 
trast the way in which Mark and Luke speak of 
Gadara (Mark 5:1; Luke 8:26). Decapolis is un- 
explained as in Matthew (Mark 5:20; 7:31). Naz- 
areth is called our Lord’s own country (6:1) with- 
out further explanation. Dalmanutha (8: 10) and the 
house of Simon the leper (14:3) are other examples 
of the same kind. 

On the other hand, some explanations are given 


Tee Gospel according to Mark is anonymous, 


with reference to Jewish affairs and customs (e. g.,. 


2:18; 7:3, 4). We may perhaps say that the second 


spel was written in Palestine, though not for Jew- . 


ish readers. 


It was adapted, not for residents in Italy but for ’ 


Gentiles living in Palestine; who were better ac- 


quainted with its localities than with the customs of. 
Such conditions would’ be, 


their Jewish neighbors. 
fulfilled if the Gospel had been written at Czsarea 
for the Christians among the Roman garrison. This 


would also be congruous with Mark’s close connection 


with Peter, for the latter was the means of introduc- 
ing the Gospel to the troops there. Further, it would 
explain the early tradition of a Roman origin for the 
Gospel. 

No note of date is to be found in the Gospel itself. 
(The absence of any reference to the fall of Jerusalem 
having occurred, coupled with the prediction of that 
event in 13: 2, seems to imply a date earlier than A. D. 
yo. On the other hand, if our facts and deductions in 
the last two paragraphs are correct, the Gospel must 
have been written after the mission of Peter to Corne- 
lius (Acts 10). If this took place about the year 40, 
we have a period of thirty years within which the 
Gospel must fall. And probably it should be dated 
rather nearer the beginning than the end of this period. 
The reference to Alexander and Rufus (15:21) is 
the more intelligible the earlier the Gospel is placed. 
coy the whole, we may roughly date it about the year 

0. 

Mark is much the shortest of the Gospels. It con- 
tains very little matter that is peculiar to itself. Yet 
it is the most vivid and picturesque of the four. Its 
Style is abrupt and staccato. It abounds in the use 
of the adverb “straightway” or ~‘immediately.” This 
word is used eighty times in the New Testament, — 


Devotional ing: Isaiah 40: 3-11. 
Additional Mercrdl for Teacher: Mark 6 : 14-29. 
Topic: John Tells About Jesus. 
Lesson Material: Mark 1 : 1-11. 
gee ss : Behold I send my messenger before thy face. 
— Mark x: 2. 
sot Topic : 
Imig Toi Joh, Welcamnen and Bapties Joves 
Memory Verse: And a voice came out of the heavens, Thou 
art my beloved Son, in thee 1 am well pleased.—Mark 
8 
Intermediate and Senice Topic: John Prepares the Way for 


Topic for Young People and Adult: John Heralds the Mishty 











The portion of the text indicated by the Internatienal 
Lesson Committee for printing In the lesson helps is 
VS. I-11 


1 The beginning of the * gospel of Jesus Christ, ?the Son 
of God. 


2 Even as it is written 2 in Isaiah the prophet, 

Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, 

Who shall prepare thy way; 

3 The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 

Make ye ready the way of the Lord, 

Make his paths straight; 
4 John came, who baptized in the wilderness and preached 
the baptism of repentance unto remission of sins. 5 And 
there went out unto him all the country of Judaea, and all 
they of Jerusalem; and they were baptized of him in the 
river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 And John was clothed 
with camel’s hair, and had a leathern girdle about his 
loins, and did eat locusts and wild honey. 7 And he 
preached, saying, There cometh after me he that is mightier 
than I, the latchet of whose shoes I am net ‘worthy to 
stoop down and unloose. 8 I baptized you *in water; but 
he shall baptize you Sin the Holy Spirit. : 

9 And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came 
from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John ° in 
the Jordan. 10 And straightway coming up out of the 
water, he saw the heavens rent asunder, and the Spirit as 
a dove descending upon him: 11 and a voice came out of 
the heavens, Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I am well 
pleased. 

10Or, good tidings: and so elsewhere. 2Some ancient 
authorities omit, the Son of God. * Some ancient authori- 
ities read, in the prophets. *Gr., sufficient. 5Or, with. 
®Gr., into. 

Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
generally indicated in the American Standard Version 
in italic, and are supplied to make sense. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








forty times in Mark. This Gospel calls particular 
attention to the appearance of the Lord Jesus or to 
other vivid details of the narrative. It bears every 
indication of the work of one who was a witness of 
the events narrated. Further, it seems as if the 
writer must have had very intimate knowledge of 
what went on in the very innermost circle of the 





Three Witnesses 
By Amos R. Wells 


HE witness of the Baptist was the witness of a 
man, the greatest and the bravest of all our 
‘clan; the witness of a thinker, .a hero, and 
a saint, who dared to do the thing he should and 
never fail nor faint. The witness of the Baptist 
was the witness of mankind, the witness of human- 
ity’s illuminating mind, the witness of the prophets 
through the providential past, the witness of long 
history from earliest to last. The witness of the 
sacred dove was Heaven’s witnessing, the mystery 
of Deity on broad and shining wing, the secret of 
the Eternal brought earthward from the sky to 
human hope and longing and dazzled human eye. 
The witness of the Spirit was the baptism of Christ; 
for all his lowly suffering it mightily sufficed; it 
brought him glad assurance, as he pressed our 
earthly sod, of the fullness of the Godhead, the 
society of God. ‘The witness of the sacred voice 
the Father’s blessing brought, the Father’s loving 
confidence, the Father’s tender thought; the words 
that from the dawn of time through all the ages 
run, the Father’s matchless tribute to his well- 
beloved Son. What comfort to the Saviour in that 
testifying hour, what triumph in temptation, what 
certainty and power, and how the toil of weary 
ways it gloriously eased: **Thou art my beloved 
Son; in thee I am well pleased!”” Man’s witness, 
and the Spirit’s, and the Father’s gracious word: a 
threefold blessed witness to my well-attested Lord! 
And can I fail to follow him, and can I fail to bring 
my humble, grateful witness to my Saviour and my 
King? 











disciples. In chapter ten, verse thirty, Mark adds the 
significant words, “with persecutions,” to the Lord’s 
answer. It seems almost as though it were a whis- 
per which only those closest to him caught. In 10: 
32, the writer tells how the disciples felt fear stealing 
— them as they followed their Master to Jeru- 

em. 

All this, it may be noted, suits admirably the tradi- 
tional view that Mark was written by a man who, 


though he was not one of the Twelve, was in most. 


intimate association with one who, was at the very 
center of the group. 

Mark is essentially the Gospel of Christ as the 
Servant or Worker (Isa. 42:1). It emphasizes the 
activity and pressure of the human life of Christ. 


Twice it records that he and his followers had no: 


time even for meals (3:20; 6:31). “ 


Verse by Verse 


Mark 1:1.—The beginning of the gospel. 
phrase forms the heading or title page of the whole 
Gospel. Observe its appropriateness, brevity, and 
energy. This is well suited to the narrative of the 
Lord Jesus Christ as the divine Servant or Worker. 
Gospel in this phrase has not yet received its technical 
sense. It means simply “good news.” The message 
Mark has to give is a bit of sheer good news for 
men — good news in the same sense as the term was 
employed on the day the World War came to an end, 
or as we.would use it when some loved one, thought 
to have been killed in a shipwreck, is found after all 
to have escaped. 

Of Jesus Christ is to be taken as an objective geni- 
tive. The bearer of the news here is John the Bap- 
tist. The Lord Jesus Christ is the content of the 
message, and it is just because it is about him that 
the message is one of good news. .So emphatically 
was this the case that the Greek word for “good news” 
generally became specially restricted to the story of 
the life and person of the Lord Jesus. “Evangel” is 
Greek, and “Gospel” is English, and they both bear 
witness to the fact that the best bit of news that this 
world has ever heard is that concerning Christ. Jesus 
is the personal name of our Lord (Matt. 1:21). It 
is at the same time descriptive of his office. It is a 
Grecized form of the Hebrew word “Jehoshua” or 
“Joshua,” meaning “Jehovah is salvation.” Christ is 
the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew “Messiah.” It 
is the official title of the Lord Jesus, meaning “the 
anointed one.” The title Christ became a personal 
name later, and the absence of the article would point 
to this use here. 

The Son of God. The word Elohim is used not 
only of God but of angels (Psa. 8:5) and of human 
rulers (Psa. 82:6. Cf. John 10:34). Son of God, 
therefore, to begin with would merely imply that the 
Lord Jesus was come to exercise the sovereignty of 
the Messianic King. At the outside, it might well 
be used of him simply in a theocratic sense, just as 
it was frequently used with reference to the Davidic 
kings (cf. Psa. 89:27). But acquaintance with the 


This. 


Lord Jesus very soon revealed the fact that he was 


not merely in an official sense the Son of God, but 
that uniquely and really he was one with God. Thus 
the term, “only begotten,” came into use to express the 
relationship (John 1:18). Here Mark seems to use 
it as an emphatic summary of the total impression 
made by the Lord Jesus on the men with whom he 
companied on earth. 

Verse 2—In Isaiah the prophet. The quotation is 
a conflation of prophecies (cf. Mal. 3:1; Isa. 40:3). 
It is an illustration of what seems to have been a 
rule in the quotations given by the evangelists, tha 
where two prophecies are quoted, both are referr 
to the larger of the two prophetic books. 


Verse 4.—Baptized. This baptism differed from 
the lustrations familiar to the Jews in that it was min- 
istered by another than the person to be purified. The 
Jewish ceremonial washings were mainly self-adminis- 
tered. This rite typified the fact that corruption was 
so rife and serious that only a power outside the sin- 
ner could remove it. The wilderness. The dry and 
unpeopled region extending from the gates of Hebron 
to the shores of the Dead Sea. It is a dreary waste 
of rocky valleys. The rocks have been cleft and shat- 
tered, by earthquakes, into gorges which are some- 
times a thousand feet deep, though only thirty or 
forty feet in width. The old Hebrew name was Jeshi- 
mon (1 Sam. 23:19), the desolation, or horror. 

Repentance, a change of mind — not merely a change 
of thought but a change of the thing you think -.with. 
It is to have “the mind of Christ” (1 Cor. 2:16). It 
is taking sides with God against oneself, acquiescing 
in God’s judgment of sin and accepting God’s decision 
about oneself, the sinner. Unto remission. The re- 
pentance such as I have outlined was with a view to 
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- Lesson -for January 1 
Mark « : 4-13 


remission. Thus repentance, which is acquiescence 
in the punishment for sin, leads on directly to sin’s 
forgiveness. The Greek word for “remission” means 
“a letting go.” It regards sin as a debt or a load. It 
expresses the cancellation of the debt and the removal 
of the load. 

Verse 5.—All the country, a hyperbolical phrase for 
large crowds. Were baptized, imperfect tense. Re- 
lay after relay came and were thus dealt with. Day 
after day the work went on. 


Verse 6.—The evangelist calls attention to three 
points connected with the Baptist. (1) His dress — 
-coarse raiment. Compare Elijah (2 Kings 1:8; Zech. 
13:4); his gt —this is often a richly ornamented 
article of clothing (Jer. 13:1; Ezek. 16:10; Dan. 
10:5). (2) His diet. For locusts, compare Leviticus 
11:2. For wild honey, compare 1 Samuel 14: 25. (3) 
His message: That the members of the elect nation 
were all morally and spiritually unclean; that One 
mightier than he was coming; that this One should 
baptize with the Holy Ghost. 

Verse 7.—Cometh. The prophetic present to de- 
note certain futurity. 

‘Verse 8.—In water. The preposition represents the 
Hebrew prefix denoting the instrument. The mar- 
ginal “with” is therefore better. 

Verse 9.—Jn those days. Our Lord was then about 
thirty years of age (Luke 3:23), the time appointed 
for the Levites’ entrance upon the service of the min- 
istry (Num. 4: 3). 

‘Verse 10—He saw. The Lord Jesus is the subject 
of the verb. But the Baptist also observed: the de- 
scending dove (John 1:32) and may well have be- 
held the rent skies. As a dove. . The manifestation 
of the Holy Spirit under this particular symbol is no 
doubt due to the fact that the dove or pigeon is essen- 
tially a homing bird. Now for the first time in hu- 


- man history the Spirit of God found a human heart 


in- which he would be perfectly at home. 


Verse 11.—A voice. Note the three occurrences of 


this voice from Heaven: At the baptism; at the 
transfiguration (Mark 9:7); in the courts of the 
Temple (John 12:28). On this occasion the voice 
was an attestation to the Son himself of the Father’s 
approval of all that he had been and done up to that 
hour. It was a sign to John. It inaugurated the pub- 
lic ministry of Christ. The baptism was-a highly sig- 
nificant event for, though Christ needed no purifica- 
tion himself, he submitted to it as identifying himself 
with the race he had come to redeem, and was thus 
solemnly consecrated to his office as Redeemer. The 
divine nature was revealed at the baptism. The Son 
submitted to every requirement of the law.’ The 
Father approved by the voice from Heaven. The 
Holy Spirit descended and abode upon the Son. “Go 
to Jordan, and you will behold the Trinity” (Au- 
gustine of Hippo). 

Beloved is a word of such marked emphasis that 
it is practically equal to “only begotten.” The Lord 
Jesus is intimately related to the Father in a sense in 
which no created being is related. I am well pleased. 
To’ be pleased in 4 person or thing means to have 
one’s pleasure fully satisfied in (cf. 2 Cor. 12: 10). 
The tense used is the Greek aorist. Some commenta- 
tors would translate, “I tame to take pleasure.” This 
makes the statement refer to a historical process ‘by 
which God came to take pleasure in the Lord Jesus 
during his earthly life. No doubt there is a speciat 
reference to the baptism to which the Lord Jesus had 
just submitted. But, as Dr. A. T. Robertson insists 
“The satisfaction covers the whole relationship be- 
tween the Father and the Beloved Son. It transcends 
all time, and no English tense is an equivalent for the 
aorist indicative. We have the-same tense of this verb 
in sy Father’s words at the transfiguration” (Matt. 
17:5). 

A Lesson Outline 

1. The contrasts between the servant and the supe- 
rior (vs. 2-7). 

2. Between the desert asceticism and the homely 
holiness (vs. 6-9). 

3. Between the form and the reality (v. 8). 

4. Between Christ’s self-identification with sinners 
and the complete absence of confession of sin on his 
own part (v. 9). 

5. Between the sternness of John and the strength 
of Jesus. 

Golden Topics 

The Lord Jesus himself is the Good News. “Chris- 
tianity is Christ.” 

The link between the preparation of the Old Tes- 
tament and the proclamation of the New Testament. 

The value of the Baptist’s testimony about the Lord 
Jesus. 

The Practical Aim 

To get the pupils to understand the meaning of re- 
pentance. The absolute necessity for it if the sinner 
is to get right with God. The utter impossibility of 
it since man has sinned. And the blessed fact that 
repentance is God’s gift. 
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The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year. may be had from The. Sunday School Times: 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 20 conts a copy, or $i 2 dozen, 


First Quarter 
1. January z.—John the Baptist and Jesus ..... Mark 1 : 1-13 
2. January 8—Jesus and the Sick ......... Mark 1 : 21-45 
3. January 15.—Jesus and Sinners ........... Mark 2: 1-17 


4. January 22—Jesus and the Law (May be used 
with Temperance Applications.) ...Mark 2:18 to 3:6 
§. January 29.—The Growing Fame of Jesus 
Mark 3): 7-12; 6: 53-56 
6. February 5.—Jesus Misunderstood and Opposed 
. Mark 3: 19b-35; 6: 1-6 
9. February 12.—Jesus Pictures the Kingdoni. ef God 
Mark 1:14; 15; 4: 1-34 
8. February 19.—Two Miracles of Power. Mark 4.: 35 to 5: 20 
9. February 26—Other Mighty Works of Jesus. 
Mark 5 : 22-43 
10. March 4.—Jesus and the Twelve 
Mark 1 : 16-20; 2: 13, 14; 3 : 13-19; 6 : 7-13, 30 
11. March 11.—Jesus Feeds the Multitudes 
Mark 6 : 31-44; 8: 1-10 
12..March 18.—Jesus Teaches Sincerity ........ Mark: 7 : 1-23 
13. March 25.—Review: Jesus Proclaims the Kingdom of God. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members cf 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr: Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HICH of the prophets spoke of John’s ministry? 
; 2. Upon what same prophet’s authority does Mark 
introduce John, and John introduce Jesus? 

_3-.How may we be sure that John did know what his 
mission in life was, even from childh ? 

4. Which one of the Gospel writers gives the fullest 
account of John’s work as herald of the. Christ? What 
reason can you give for this? 

5. How can you account for the special emphasis John 
the Evangelist places on the ministry of John the Baptist? 

6. How does Mark’s account of John compare with 
that of the other Gospel writers’ ? 

7. Name some respects in which John the Baptist and 
Jesus were alike. 

8. What evidence is there that they must have been 
alike in the thought of their contemporaries? 

9. What differences did John himself indicate? 

10. What difference did our Lord indicate? 

11. What tribute did Jesus pay to John? 

_ 12, Why was John’s theme most appropriate to the 
introduction of Jesus? 

13. What were the two chief characteristics of John’s 
preaching? 

_14. What is the best answer to the question, “Why 
did Jesus, the sinless One, present himself for baptism 
at John’s hands?” 


15. Why was the sinless Son of God baptized with 
the. baptism of repentance? 

16. How did the Father show his approval ? 

17. What three things do we learn from John as to 
the method of introducing Jesus to others? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


‘This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice- President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF CoMPARISON.—Train pupils 
to make comparisons and thus detect significant 
likenesses and differences. 











Tee immediate thought when John the Baptist and 
Jesus are presented to our minds together is of 
the differences that are evident; and yet there must 
have been some important respects in which they were 
alike. We could surmise this from the fact of their 
human relationship, their mothers being cousins. But 
it is also evident in that John was asked if he were 
the Messiah and also in that our Lord was thought 
to be John the Baptist, not only by the conscience- 
troubled Herod, but by some of the people as well, 
for thus the disciples report just on the eve of Peter’s 
great confession. Permit the class to suggest some 
of the reasons for this, and thus develop similarities 
between the two. Of course, they will not overlook 
the fact that they both began their ministry with the 
same ringing message of repentance from sin, and sin 
put them both to death. 

The great difference evident to us, but not so evi- 
dent at first to those who knew them, rests in the fact 
that, great as even our Lord said. he was, John was 
but human, while Jesus was the incarnate Son of 
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God. This John had revealed to him, and this he 
proclaimed, when he himself was on the wave of 
popular interest, and Jesus.was, as yet, but an ob- 
scure Galilean peasant. John himself pointed out other 
differences inherent in this great One when he said 
that Christ must increase while he must decrease, and 
that while he baptized with water Jesus would bap- 
tize with the Holy Ghost. And this seems prophetic 
of the fact that our Lord left to his disciples the 
baptizing with water, reserving to himself the bap- 
tism impossible to them. Jesus himself on. at least 
one occasion pointed out for a purpose the difference 
between his own manner of life and that of John. 
This was very marked, as was the manner of their 
deaths, and the preceding state of mind. 


Huntineopon, Pa. 
es 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
: By William H. Ridgway 


Forerunners.— Make ye ready the way of the Lord, 
Make his paths straight (v. 3). Every now and then 
the newspapers carry for several days mysterious ad- 
vertisements. Just a word or part of a word. Some 
device or part of a device which is added to daily. 
We are told, “Keep your eye on this space,” which 
most of us children of Eve do. Then one day the 
secret is sprung on us. It is a new soap, or candy, 
or washing machine, or something staple in demand. 
This is one way of making a straight path for that 
which the subsequent ads show is a great blessing to 
the waiting world! Every new enterprise must have 
a forerunner to make it go. Sometimes he is a “pro- 
moter,” other times he is an agency establisher. That 
is the way the cash register came. All good things 
that come seem to require a “John.” Of course the 
Greatest One that ever came to bless the world 
would be no exception. John the Baptist’s cry to the 
world was “Straighten up!” Perhaps it was a shout- 
ing word like “Steady!” or “Ready!” For John the 
Baptist was not a product of the cultivated circle. He 
never sat at the feet of Gamaliel. He was the voice of 
the out-of-doors. As the Book puts it, “One crying in 
the wilderness” and his one great word was “Repent!” 
John was the “straight” man, against all crookedness, 
even in the high places. Like all pathfinders we have 
had here in America John the Baptist was devoted, and 
consequently fearless (Matt. 14: 8-11). 


An Explanation.—He shall baptize you in the Holy 
Spirit (v. 8). There is a wonderful difference in 
“Christians.” There is a species who never does 
a thing you would naturally expect a Christian 
to do,—he does not even attend his own church 
with any degree of regularity, not to speak of taking 
any part in the church’s activities. This “Christian” 
has a college training, but just try getting him or 
her into the Sunday-school for teacher. They have 
social positions and fine manners, but try getting them 
to come out to some little mission where they can 
shed the sweet odor of their culture upon the work- 
ing girls, and influence them in character, and teach 
them by personality and example the refinements of 
life that have been denied these fine girls. The girls 
who work to help the family along are hungry for 
the Christian touch of love and interest. Why do 
not young women flock to do this sort of 
work for even a little while on the Lord’s Day? Is 
it because imany are baptized with water alone 
and fot as yet baptized with the Holy Spirit? 
When a person is really and truly baptized 
by the Holy Spirit does he have a new life in him that 
gives him the urge to do the Christlike things? Does 
he indeed become a new creation with a hunger in his 
soul for Christlike service? Is the desire to be about 
his Father’s business a sign that the Holy Spirit is 
indeed in the soul of the Christian? I am inclined to 
think so, and to me it explains many things in church 
life. I believe that many church members are just 
mere “belongers,” using the church for respectability 


_and social prestige, and finding the membership use- 


ful for weddings, funerals, and other functions (Acts 
19: 1-7). 

The Difference.—Thou art my beloved Son, in thee 
I am well pleased (v. 11). These can well be con- 
sidered the greatest words that ever have come down 
from the Father of Lights. These are the words that 
have lighted the world and are still lighting the dark 
corners of the world. There are those outside of 
heathendom who regard Jesus in the same light as 
Mohammed, Buddha, Confucius, Zoroaster, or any 
thoughtful and serious-minded man with a good heart 
and a burning desire to change bad, worldly condi- 
tions. Now you will please take most careful note 
of the striking fact that those folks you know your- 
self, or happen to know about, who regard Jesus as 
just “a good man” and not what the voice from 
Heaven here declares him to be do little or nothing 
to relieve the misery of the world. In what heathen 
land have they set up a hospital? Try asking for a 
little money to help heal the world’s misery and see 
what you get. “Heathens at home!” As I write 
they are digging up Carthage, the ancient Phoenician 
city of Roman history. They have found over twelve 
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hundred urns all laid in rows. And what 
do you suppose was found in those urns? 
The bones and ashes of little children 
who had been offered to Moloch, Baal 
and Co., the gods of that idolatry that 
Jehovah ordered Israel to wipe out 
(Deut. 7:1-5). Does this discovery 
make you look at your sweet and inno- 
cent little tots and “boil”? Well, the 
same thing, more or less, goes on in 
heathendom today. Those African “red 
sunsets,” for example, which Dan Craw- 
ford tells about. Yes, indeed, we repeat, 
the folks who do not believe Jesus was 
the “beloved Son,” but just the “enthusi- 
astic reformer,” do nothing to better 
heathendom. 


CoATESVILLE, Pa. 
we 


. The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 

tions for this department; one dollar is 

paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week, 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday Sckool 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, though 
some on the Golden Text are also needed. 


Confined to the Bible.—The gospel of 
Jesus Christ, the Sonef God. ... As tt 
is written in Isaiah the prophet (vs. 1, 2). 
A young minister, not so long out of an 
up-to-date school of the prophets, was 
asked why he did not preach from the 
Word of God rather than from modern 
fiction. His reply was, “Must a man be 
confined to the Bible?” “Confined! Do 
you mean to say you are pinched when 
you seek in the Bible for sermon mate- 
rial? That is like a soft shell crab say- 
ing, ‘Must I be confined to the Atlantic 
Ocean?’?”"—From The Pentecostal Evan- 
gel. Sent by Mrs. W. H. Sim, Holstein, 
Ont. 


Does Death-Bed Conversion Save ?— 
Repentance unto remission of sins (v. 4). 
A clergyman, talking about death-bed 
conversion, said to a Christian woman, 
“Do you think that a death-bed repent- 
ance does away with a whole life of sin?” 
“No,” she answered quietly, “but Calvary 
does.,—From The Wonderful Word. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, 
Eng. * 


The Mother’s Reply.—Remission of 
sins (v. 4). His brother met him and 
said, “Edward, mother is dying.” She 
had been suddenly stricken down and was 
anxious to see him. He made his way 
into her room, knelt beside her bed and 
sobbed out, “Oh, Mother, I beseech you, 
forgive me!” and with her last departing 
strength she drew close to him, placed 
her lips close to his ear and said, “My 
dear boy, I would have forgiven you long 
ago if you had only accepted it.” This is 
a picture of God.—From J. Wilbur Chap- 
anan. Sent by William S. Bowden, New 
Albany, Ind. 


Big and Little Sins.—Confessing their 
sins (v. 5). We are apt to talk about 
big sins and little sins. Now there is a 
Tamil proverb ‘that says: “There is no 
distinction between big and little when 
you are talking about snakes.”—From 
The Christian. Sent by Miss J. B. James, 
Toronto, Ont., Can. Prise illustration. 


What of His Rank?—There cometh 
after me he that is mightier than I (v. 
7). A Christian general was once seen 
talking to a poor old woman. Friends 
remonstrated with him, saying, “You 
ought to consider your rank.” The gen- 
eral answered, “What if my Lord had 
considered his rank?”?”—From “The 
Marks of the Master,’ by Charlotte Skin- 
ner. Sent by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, 
Bacup, Eng. 


| Where Is the Revival ?—He shall bap- 
hise you with the Holy Spirit (v. 8). 
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During the revival that some years ago 
swept through the land of Wales, and 
whose: power that principality feels to 
this day, a friend of mine went down 
from London to take part in some of its 
services. He got out at a country sta- 
tion and asked the policeman standing in 
the village square, “Where is the: Welsh 
revival?” -The man in blue drew him- 
self up to his full height, patted his chest, 
and said: “The Welsh revival, sir, is 
under. these buttons !”—From The Moody 
Monthly. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Eweil, 
Surrey, Eng. 


Why the Jews Did Not Stone Christ. 
—Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I 
am well pleased (v. 11). Three times 
over did the Jews take up stones to stone 
Christ for blasphemy. And they were 
the keenest judges on earth of what blas- 
phemy was; and in their estimatiun they 
had no choice by the divine law but to 
kill Christ there and then. They had no 
hesitation, they stoned Stephen, but with 
all the will in the world they did not 
stone Christ. Why? He was, to them, a 
defenseless blasphemer, standing in their 
midst! They tried to stone him, because 
he said he was God; but the; did not 
and could not do it, because he was God: 
his time was not yet come. There is 
no other reason—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by J. A. Raiser, 
Bucyrus, Ohio. 


When Temptation Strikes.—And he 
was in the wilderness forty days tempted 
of Satan; and he was with the wild 
beasts; and the angels ministered unto 
him (v. 13). Always remember that in 
the hour of temptation there is the angel 
as well as the wild beast!—From Record 
of Christian Work. Sent by Emma C. 
Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


Where Shall I Work?—I jnust de- 
crease (Golden Text). 


“Father, where shall I work today?” And 
my love flowed warm and free; 

Then He pointed me out a tiny spot, and 
said, ““Tend that for Me.” 

I answered quickly, “Oh, no, not there; 
why, no one would ever see, 

No matter how well my work was done; 
not that little place for me.” 

And the word He spoke, it was not stern, 
He answered me tenderly, 

“Ah, little one, search that heart of thine; 
art thou working for them or Me? 
Nazareth was a little place, and so was 

Galilee.” 


—From Eleanor Scott’ Sharples. Sent 
by M. Taylor, Winnipeg, Can. 












Lesson Hymns and- Psalms 
“O Let Him In.” 
“We Invoke Thee, Holy Spirit.” 
“Speak Just a Word!” 
“Ye Servants of God.” 
“Follow, Follow Me.” 
“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry.” 
“Behold, the Master Passeth By.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“A Refuge Strong” (18:1, 2). Psalm 9: 5-10. 
“That Man is Blest” (1 : 1-4). Psalm 1 : 1-6. 
“God Loveth the Righteous” (22 : 1-4). 
Psalm 112: 1-10. 
“Hear His. Voice Calling You” (78 : 1-3). 
Psalm 34 : 3-9, 17-22. 
“His Altar Fires” (43: 1-3). Psalm 22 : 27-31. 


” 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
how may we thank thee for the beginning 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God! 
We thank thee that in his life and work and 
death and resurrection the Gospel was re- 
vealed to man. We thank thee that faithful 
servants of old were enabled to declare the 
story, and to pass on to following genera- 
tions the record of the life that was the 
Light of men. May we in our day and in 
the midst of our opportunities tell forth the 
Gospel story to those who have not heard 
it. May we realize that there are always 
those around us who do not know the Lord, 
and who are living in desert places of sin 
and darkness. May we help to prepare the 
way for him to enter into such lives wher- 
ever they may be found. We ask it in his 
dear name. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—We who live where 
the roads are fine have very little idea what 
roads used to be in the Holy Land, and 
what they are today in some parts of the 
land. If a ruler came to visit the coun- 
try the rough ways must be made smooth 
and straight for him. Then, too, it was 
usual for any distinguished man to have 
a forerunner go on before his convey- 
ance, calling out to the people to make 
way for him in the crowded streets of 
the Oriental town. John the Baptist was 
our Lord’s forerunner. He was telling 
the people to get ready for the coming 
of the Lord, which was a great deal more 
important matter in preparation than the 
preparing of a roadway over the hills 
and valleys. There may be some one you 
know whose heart is a good deal like 
those rough, stony pathways in Pales- 
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tine. Have you tried to prepare the w. 
for the Lord, so that he might enter into 
the life of that friend of yours? -What 
a wonderful thing it would be if: every 
one in this school should be a-forerunner, 
not only in name, but really im fact, to 
open the way for the Lord Jesus into 
many a life! Well, that is just -what 
every one of us ought to be, not to make_. 
ourselves prominent, but to do just as 
John the Baptist did. What is the Golden 
Text for today? Yes, “He must increase, 
but I must decrease.” It is our business 
to tell others about him, and we ought 
not to be afraid to do it. Let us ask him 
now to give us the courage to be true. 
forerunners for him. ; 


JOHN 


MESSENGER FOR JESUS 


AM 17? 














Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

1. The necessity of preparation for great 
things. 

2. The humility of true discipleship. 


OW young Lindbergh startled the 

world with the suddenness of his 
spectacular success in aviation, last sum- 
mer! His glorious flight over the sea 
appeared just to happen, so unprepared 
was the world for it. But he has since 
reyealed how long and thorough was the 
preparation behind such a success. It 
was not the mere “luck” the world first 
called it. 

1. Over and over, in his Word, God 
has taught us the necessity and value of 
preparation for any worth while thing, — 
from the preparation of Abraham to re- 
ceive and train his son of promise to the 
manifold, long-continued preparation for 
the advent of his only begotten Son into 
the world, and on through the training 
of Saul of Tarsus for his part in spread- 
ing the Gospel over the Roman world. 
Oftentimes this preparation was hidden 
even from the very ones who were being 
so prepared, sometimes it was partially 
realized before its consummation, seldom 
was its recipient fully aware of it dur- 
ing its process. 

John the Baptist was one of the very 
few of this latter class. He must have 
known from his childhood that his mis- 
sion was to be the preparing of the way 
for the promised Messiah, and he must 
have realized that all his previous life 
was a preparation for this. How fully he 
was prepared for his God-appointed mis- 
sion every one of the Gospel writers 
makes very impressive, by revealing his 
utter devotion to his mission and his 
wide success in it. Your girls will see 
this for themselves most clearly in Luke’s 
fuller account, compared with Mark’s 
brief statements. 


2. Perhaps not one of your girls yet 
realizes just what God is preparing her 
for, in the years of her coming maturity; 
but each one may be very sure of this — 
if God has appointed to her any worth 
while thing to be and do, in his king- 
dom, he is preparing her for that ap- 
pointment right now, in every detail of 
her life, even the very ones that seem 
most opposed to her final success. 

Would she meet his expectations for 
her as nobly as John did? Then let her, 
like this “greatest born of women,” seek 
that same humility that was John’s dis- 
tinguishing trait. Of self he thought 
not at all, except in sharp contrast to his 
coming Lord. His devotion to his mis- 
sion knew no limits, his eyes were fixed 
on its goals only, his heart was satisfied 
when. he was assured that its end had 
been attained. Can you imagine the deep 
joy that must have possessed John’s soul 
when he could cry, with perfect certainty, 
“Behold, the Lamb of. God, that taketh 
away the sin of the world”? 

The road to such joy is the path of 
true humility, the way of childlike teach- 
ableness and wnquestioning obedience. 
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Lesson for January 1 
Mark 1 : 1-13 : 


Through the hard ag and dark hours 
of. these years of her preparation — and 
they come to earnest girlhood far oftener 
than older people think — let her remem- 
ber John, and take courage, following 
him in the path of obedience to the carry- 
ing through of God’s will for her life. 
Joy will be hers as certainly as day fol- 


lows night. 
Home Study 


Read all that the four Gospels record 
concerning John, who prepared the way 
for our Lord’s first advent. 


Decatur, GA, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


Arey New Year to every Pri- 
mary teacher, and to each little 
learner in our Sunday-school ! ; 

In cur last group of lessons, we studied 
about the prophets who gave God’s mes- 
sages to the people. We remember that 
these prophets told the people that they 
would have to suffer on account of their 
sins. Some of them told of the coming 
of the Saviour. 

Our lesson for this week tells of John 
the Baptist, who was the very last, and 
one of the greatest of the prophets. John 
had to tell the people of their sins, too, 
and he warned them to repent. John wore 
very rough, plain clothes, and lived out 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jets Telling Bible Stories” 
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in the wilderness. He spoke very plainly 
and fearlessly when telling people about 
their sins. It had been a long time since 
a prophet had been sent to the people, 
and great crowds went out to hear the 
strange preacher. Many confessed their 
sins, and were baptized in the Jordan 
River. 

Then John told the people glorious 
news of One who was coming after him. 
John said that he was not worthy to be 
a slave to untie the shoes of this mighty 
One. He spoke of the Saviour, the Lord 
Jesus. 7 

One day, while John was baptizing, 
Jesus came to be baptized. Unlike all 
the other people who came, Jesus did 
not have any sins to confess. John knew 
this, and thought that he was not worthy 
to baptize Jesus. But Jesus said it 
would be all right, and John baptized 
him. This pleased the Father, and 
after Jesus was baptized, the Holy Spirit, 
taking the form of a beautiful dove, flew 
down from Heaven, and lighted upon the 
Son of God. And the Father himself 
called out of Heaven, and said, “Thou 
art my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.” 

After this, Jesus himself began to 
preach. John preached and baptized a 
while longer. But one day, John, like 
Elijah, told a wicked king and his sin- 
ful wife about their sins, and the faith- 
ful prophet was put in prison, and kept 
there until the angry woman could get 
him beheaded. John was faithful unto 
death, and we know he will receive a 
crown -of life. 

Sing “In the Service of the King.” 

Curnton, S. C. 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 











How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Introductions. 

Discussion: Analyze John’s introduction 
of Jesus and also Mark’s introduction 
of John. How did they both use the 
Scriptures? 


Objective: Learning how and what to 
tell of Jesus. 











AY, fellows, introductions are full of 

possibilities. Some years ago a boy 
and a girl were introduced to each other 
in my home. They are grown up now 
and married, very happy. They seem to 
be made for each other. It would be a 
pity if they had never met, wouldn't. it? 
Sometimes, however, people are intrc- 
duced and marry, and are not happy. In 
those cases it would seem better if they 
had not met. So, although the intro- 
duction is important, it is not all. There 
must be something back of it and follow- 
ing it to make it turn out happily. 

I am thinking of John the Baptist’s 
introduction of the great Bridegroom. 
How splendidly he did it. I have seen 
important men introduced sometimes by 
speakers who swelled up very large and 
made a flowery speech that seemed de- 
signed more to attract attention to them- 
selves. One man once was so thus ab- 
sorbed that he forgot the name of the 
gentleman he was introducing. That 
would have been funny if it hadn't 
been so sad. John introduced Jesus 
in an ideal way. All four of the 
Gospel writers had to tell just how 
John performed that one act for which he 
was born and trained. And it was in 
keeping with the manner of it that as 
soon as he had done it, he slipped out 
of sight, still to be his Master’s forerun- 
ner through the grim door of a martyr’s 
death. 

As you and I, fellows, will be wanting 
to introduce Jesus to others, I think it 
well to follow John’s example along some 
very definite lines. First, let’s imitate 
John’s humility. He refused to allow at- 
tention to be fixed upon himself. “He 
must increase, but I must decrease” (John 
3:30). “I am not worthy to unlace his 
shoes” (Mark 1:7). “I am only a voice 
crying in the wilderness” (John 1:23). 
“Behold the Lamb of God” (John 1: 36). 
Always .John pointed away from himself 
to Jesus. And he was successful in elim- 





inating himself while he turned the eyes 
of the multitude upon his Lord. 

Fellows, if you and I are going to be 
good introducers of Jesus Christ, we 
must walk humbly. Bringing others to 
know Christ is called “fishing for men.” 
Our Lord himself named it that (Matt. 
4:19). You know a good fisherman is 
not noisy. He doesn’t go slashing around. 
I spent a summer not long ago on a 
beautiful mountain river and I fished it 
during the summer over a course of ten 
miles. .The hole in which I always got 
my best string of fish was one that was 
accessible only by crawling flat beneath 
a hog wire fence and wading the.river 
in three places. By the time I would 
reach the place I was muddy and wet — 
and humble. And I never failed to bring 
in enough for breakfast for the whole 
family (and often for the neighbors, too) 
from that hole. 

Next, I would imitate John’s method 
of basing my introduction of Jesus on 
the Scriptures. “Make straight the way 
of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias” 
(John 1:23). We have the definite and 
authoritative warrant of Scripture for 
every splendid claim we may make for 
Jesus. Let us use it. And if we are not 
familiar with the passages, then let’s make 
that our first business—to learn them. 
We have in the Gospels and Epistles a 
vastly richer description of Jesus than 
John had. 

And, fellows, it. is just this kind of 
study into which this first Sunday of the 
year leads us. Let’s resolve right here 
that during the three months of this first 
Quarter of 1928 we will give Mark a 
chance to teach us more of the wonderful 
character of our Lord than we ever knew 
before. And we will come up to the first 
of April enriched by the new and more 
familiar acquaintance with him, “whom to 
know aright is life eternal.” Paul said, 
I count all things but loss for the ex- 
cellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus.” 

Mark is a wonderful teacher, and he 
will thrill our hearts as he takes of the 
things of Jesus and presents them to us, 
because he writes under the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit. I’m going to hang upon 
his words this Quarter, fellows: Will you 
come with me? 


Greenssoro, N. C. 
wt: ‘ 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of December 25) 
1. “A Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” 


2. The vision to Mary in the sixth month 
(Luke. 1:26). Mary’s visit to Elisabeth 
lasted for three months. Six marks of 
time are given to fix the opening of the 
ministry of John the Baptist, the year of 
Tiberius, the name of the Roman Governor, 
the three tetrachs, and the Jewish high 
priests. The baptism of the Lord Jesus 
is placed toward the close of John’s min- 
istry and his age is specified. 

3- Isaiah is the richest of tthe prophets 
in names for the coming Messiah. See 
Isaiah 7:14; 9:63; 112103 41:14; 42:1, 
6; 51:9; 55:4; 60: 1-9 for some of these. 
Then see Jeremiah 23:5; Micah 5: 2; Zech- 
ariah 3:1, 8; Daniel 7: 13, 143 2:38; 9: 
25 for others. These are but a few of the 
riches wrapped up in the prophets along 
this line. 

4. Was it not Isaiah, in 9: 6? 


5. See Matthew 1: 21; 2:2; Luke 1: 60, 
983 2311. 

6. See Mark 2: 28; Matthew 26: 63, 64; 
won 4: t43 6: 353 82 .13,°58% 107 7, G12, 
143 113253 14:63-15:1, 53 17:3. Note 
how rich John is in preserving these self- 
given names for us. Find any others for 
xomteers, both there and in the other Gos- 
pels. 

7. He was prophesied as “the stone” or 
“the rock” of both salvation and stumbling, 
as he was accepted or rejected. He claimed 
this name for himself (Matt. 21: 42-44). 
He was called the “good shepherd.” See 
Isaiah 40: 9-11, and he called himself so, 
in John 10: 1-16. 

8. “Fear not.” “Fear is the greatest en- 
emy to our peace. 

9. Their fear came because of a super- 
natural demonstration. Man, because of 
sin and estrangement from God, has an in- 
bred terror for the supernatural whether 
the source be good or evil. The proclama- 
tion that a Saviour was born, through whom 
man was to be reconciled to God, should 
remove any fear. Now he can approach 
a_holy God without fear of the penalty of 
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sin, and evil forces cannot harm him be- 
cause of his all powerful Saviour. 


10. “Who is “Y mother?” “Behold my 
eg and my brethren” (Matt. 12: 48, 
49). 


_ 11. The word “so” in John 3: 16, mean- 

ingless in itself, but big with meaning as 

r _ to the person and mission of our 
ord. 


12. We may proclaim the good tidings, 
we may praise God for them, we may pon- 
der in our hearts their significance. 


13. The fact that the babe was “a Sav- 
iour, which is Christ the Lord.” . 


14. Its appeal to the ever new life of lit- 
tle children but, most of all, its significance 
to “all people’ down to the end of the age, 
for sin and the need of a Saviour are the 
same in all generations. 





| Children at Home 





Chippy Chipmunk’s Picnic 
By Addie Frankenberger 


ay ist! Chippy Chipmunk suddenly 
stopped in his scamper over the big 
rock. He sat up straight, cocked his head to 
one side, and liscened. Yes, there was a 
bunch of those two-legged creatures com- 
ing along the mountain trail. Their com- 
ing might be of interest to Chippy, and 
then again it might not. He watched 
them with his sharp little eyes. He ven- 
tured a little nearer on the rock. He 
jerked his tail and scolded them with 
his funny little bark. 

There were two children and two 
grown-ups, and they were carrying a bas- 
ket. Chippy stopped scolding and flat- 
tened himself out at the edge of the rock. 
He peeped slyly over and watched pro- 
ceedings. Now they had stopped. 

“Oh, mother !” cried the little girl who 
was called Marjorie. “See this big rock! 
Isn't it the very place to have our picnic?” 


-Mother agreed that it was. And so they 


began to spread newspapers on the big 
flat rock. 

Good! Chippy scurried away to tell 
all his brothers and sisters. 

Marjorie and Harold and their mother 
and daddy were so busy getting their 
Picnic goodies ready to eat that they did 
not notice numbers of little striped ob- 
jects scampering around over the rocks 
above them. 

Chippy ge po watched Marjorie 
empty a box of animal cookies out on the 
table. Of course Chippy did not know 
they were animal cookies, but they looked 
very good to him and he had his eye on 
them. Several of Chippy’s brothers and 
sisters had their eyes on them, too, it 
seemed. 

“Look, Harold,” said Marjorie, “I have 
six elephants, and eight bears, and five 
sheep, and ten burros, and six horses. 
How many have you?” 

Marjorie went over to see her brother’s 
cookies. When she came back to her own 
cookies such a surprised look went over 
her face. There were only five elephants. 

“Why, Daddy!” exclaimed Marjorie. 
“One of my elephants is gone! What 
could have become of it?” 

“Come here, little daughter,” chuckled 
Daddy. “Keep very still. Look up 
there.” He pointed to the rocks above 
them. 

Marjorie’s eyes and mouth opened 
wide. There sat Chippy Chipmunk 
perched on the tiptop of a rock with her 
elephant held in his two paws and he was 
eating that elephant as-fast as he could. 

“What — what is it, Daddy?” asked 
Marjorie breathlessly. “Oh, isn’t he cute? 
Oh—oh! There goes a barro!” 

“It looks like a Chippy Chipmunk pic- 
nic, doesn’t it?” said Mother. 

Harold had left his cookies and had 
come over to watch with Marjorie. Then 
one of Chippy’s brothers spied Harold’s 
animals and the raid began on them. 
Harold and Marjorie kept as still as mice, 
and how the cookies did disappear! 

“T think Chippy Chipmunk and all his 
relatives are here,” said Daddy. “Look 
what he is doing, the little rascal. He is 
filling his pockets.” 

“His pockets! Why, Daddy, where are 
his. pockets?” whispered Marjorie won- 
deringly. 

















































































































































hundred urns all laid in rows. And what 
do you suppose was found in those urns? 
The bones and ashes of little children 
who had been offered to Moloch, Baal 
and Co., the gods of that idolatry that 
Jehovah ordered Israel to wipe out 
(Deut. 7:1-5). Does this discovery 
make you look at your sweet and inno- 
cent little tots and “boil”? Well, the 
same thing, more or less, goes on in 
heathendom today. Those African “red 
sunsets,” for example, which Dan Craw- 
ford tells about. Yes, indeed, we repeat, 
the folks who do not believe Jesus was 
the “beloved Son,” but just the “enthusi- 
astic reformer,” do nothing to better 
heathendom. 


COATESVILLE, PA. 
we 


- The Iflustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 

tions for this department; one dollar is 

paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, though 
some on the Golden Text are also led. 


Confined to the Bible.—The gospel of 
Jesus Christ, the Son-ef God. ... As tt 
is written in Isaiah the prophet (vs. 1, 2). 
A young minister, not so long out of an 
up-to-date school of the prophets, was 
asked why he did not preach from the 
Word of God rather than from modern 
fiction. His reply was, “Must a man be 
confined to the Bible?” “Confined! Do 
you mean to say you are pinched when 
you seek in the Bible for sermon mate- 
rial? That is like a soft shell crab say- 
ing, ‘Must I be confined to the Atlantic 
Ocean?’ ”—From The Pentecostal Evan- 
gel. Sent by Mrs. W. H. Sim, Holstein, 
Ont. 


Does Death-Bed Conversion Save ?— 
Repentance unto remission of sins (v. 4). 
A clergyman, talking about death-bed 
conversion, said to a Christian woman, 
“Do you think that a death-bed repent- 
ance does away with a whole life of sin?” 
“No,” she answered quietly, “but Calvary 
does."—From The Wonderful Word. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, 
Eng. ¥ 


The Mother’s Reply.—Remission of 
sins (v. 4). His brother met him and 
said, “Edward, mother is dying.” She 
had been suddenly stricken down and was 
anxious to see him. He made his way 
into her room, knelt beside her bed and 
sobbed out, “Oh, Mother,- I beseech you, 
forgive me!” and with her last departing 
strength she drew close to him, placed 
her lips close to his ear and said, “My 
dear boy, I would have forgiven you long 
‘ago if you had only accepted it.” This is 
a picture of God.—From J. Wilbur Chap- 
anan. Sent by William S. Bowden, New 
Albany, Ind. 


Big and Little Sins.—Confessing their 
sins (v. 5). We are apt to talk about 
big sins and little sins. Now there is a 
Tamil proverb that says: “There is no 
distinction between big and little when 
you are talking about snakes.”—From 
The Christian. Sent by Miss J. B. James, 
Toronto, Ont., Can. Prise illustration. 


What of His Rank?—There cometh 
after me he that is mightier than I (v. 
7). <A Christian general was once seen 
talking to a poor old woman. Friends 
remonstrated with him, saying, “You 
ought to consider your rank.” The gen- 
eral answered, “What if my Lord had 
considered his rank?”?—From “The 
Marks of the Master,” by Charlotte Skin- 
ner. Sent by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, 
Bacup, Eng. 


| Where Is the Revival?—He shall bap- 
hise you with the Holy Spirit (v. 8). 








During the revival that some years ago 
swept through the land of Wales, and 
whose: power that principality feels to 
this day, a friend of mine went down 
from London.to take part in some of its 
services. He got out at a country sta- 
tion and asked the policeman standing in 
the village square, “Where is the: Welsh 
revival?” -The man in blue drew him- 
self up to his full height, patted his chest, 
and said: “The Welsh revival, sir, is 
under. these buttons !”—From The Moody 
Monthly. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, 
Surrey, Eng. 


Why the Jews Did Not Stone Chzist. 
—Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I 
am well pleased (v. 11). Three times 
over did the Jews take up stones to stone 
Christ for blasphemy. And they were 
the keenest judges on earth of what blas- 
phemy was; and in their estimation they 
had no choice by the divine law but to 
kill Christ there and then. They had no 
hesitation, they stoned Stephen, but with 
all the will in the world they did not 
stone Christ. Why? He was, to them, a 
defenseless blasphemer, standing in their 
midst! They tried to stone him, because 
he said he was God; but they did not 
and could not do it, because he was God: 
his time was not yet come. There is 
no other reason—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by J. A. Raiser, 
Bucyrus, Ohio. 


When Temptation Strikes.—And he 
was in the wilderness forty days tempted 
of Satan; and he was with the wild 
beasts; and the angels ministered unto 
him (v. 13). Always remember that in 
the hour of temptation there is the angel 
as well as the wild beast!—From Record 
of Christian Work. Sent by Emma C. 
Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


Where Shall I Work?—I inust de- 
crease (Golden Text). 


“Father, where shall I work today?” And 
my love flowed warm and free; 

Then He pointed me out a tiny spot, and 
said, “Tend that for Me.” 

I answered quickly, “Oh, no, not there; 
why, no one would ever see, 

No matter how well my work was done; 
not that little place for me.” 

And the word He spoke, it was not stern, 
He answered me tenderly, 

“Ah, little one, search that heart of thine; 
art thou working for them or Me? 
Nazareth was a little place, and so was 

Galilee.” 


—From Eleanor Scott* Sharples. 


: Sent 
by M. Taylor, Winnipeg, Can. 



















———— A 
rs 


=) 


din 


a 
= 
—) 


PLETE EOD 


TOO MUCHT 





“THE-SUNDAY-SCHOOL- TIMES 


Lesson Hymns and- Psalms 
“O Let Him In.” 
“We Invoke Thee, Holy Spirit.” 
“Speak Just a Word!” 
“Ye Servants of God.” 
“Follow, Follow Me.” 
“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry.” 
“Behold, the Master Passeth By.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical -psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“A Refuge Strong” (18:1, 2). Psalm 9 : 5-10. 
“That Man is Blest” (1 : 1-4). Psalm 1 : 1-6. 
“God Loveth the Righteous” (224 : 1-4). 
Psalm 112: 1-10, 
“Hear His. Voice Calling You” (78 : 1-3). 
Psalm 34 : 3-9, 17-22. 
“His Altar Fires” (43: 1-3). Psalm 22 : 27-31. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
how may we thank thee for the beginning 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God! 
We thank thee that in his life and work and 
death and resurrecticn the Gospel was re- 
vealed to man. We thank thee that faithful 
servants of old were enabled to declare the 
story, and to pass on to following genera- 
tions the record of the life that was the 
Light of men. May we in our day and in 
the midst of our opportunities tell forth the 
Gospel story to those who have net heard 
it. May we realize that there are always 
those around us who do not know the Lord, 
and who are living in desert places of sin 
and darkness. May we help to prepare the 
way for him to enter into such lives wher- 
ever they may be found. We ask it in his 
dear name. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—We who live where 
the roads are fine have very little idea what 
roads used to be in the Holy Land, and 
what they are today in some parts of the 
land. If a ruler came to visit the coun- 
try the rough ways must be made smooth 
and straight for him. Then, too, it was 
usual for any distinguished man to have 
a forerunner go on before his convey- 
ance, calling out to the people to make 
way for him in the crowded streets of 
the Oriental town. John the Baptist was 
our Lord’s forerunner. He was telling 
the people to get ready for the coming 
of the Lord, which was a great deal more 
important matter in preparation than the 
preparing of a roadway over the hills 
and valleys. There may be some one you 
know whose heart is a good deal like 
those rough, stony pathways in Pales- 
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tine. Have you tried to prepare the way 
for the Lord, so that he might enter -into 
the life of that friend of yours? ~What 
a wonderful thing it would be: if: every 
one in this school should be a forerunner, 
not only in name, but really in fact, to 
open the way for the Lord Jésus into 
many a life! Well, that is just what 
every one of us ought to be, not to make__ 
ourselves prominent, but to do just as 
John the Baptist did. What is the Golden 
Text for today? Yes, “He must increase, 
but I must decrease.” It is our business 
to tell others about him, and we ought 
not to be afraid to do it. Let us ask him 
now to give us the courage to be true 
forerunners for him. : 





JOHN 


MESSENGER FOR JESUS 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. The necessity of preparation for great 
things. : 


2. The humility of true discipleship. 


How young Lindbergh startled the 
world with the suddenness of his 
spectacular success in aviation, last sum- 
mer! His glorious flight over the sea 
appeared just to happen, so unprepared 
was the world for it. But he has since 
reyealed how long and ‘thorough was the 
preparation behind such a success. It 
was not the mere “luck” the world first 
called it. 


1. Over and over, in his Word, God 
has taught us the necessity and value of 
preparation for any worth while thing, — 
from the preparation of Abraham to re- 
ceive and train his son of promise to the 
manifold, long-continued preparation for 
the advent of his only begotten Son into 
the world, and on through the training 
of Saul of Tarsus for his part in spread- 
ing the Gospel over the Roman world. 
Oftentimes this preparation was hidden 
even from the very ones who were being 
so prepared, sometimes it was partially 
realized before its consummation, seldom 
was its recipient fully aware of it dur- 
ing its process. 

John the Baptist was one of the very 
few of this latter class. He must have 
known from his childhood that his mis- 
sion was to be the preparing of the way 
for the promised Messiah, and he must 
have realized that all his previous life 
was a preparation for this. How fully he 
was prepared for his God-appointed mis- 
sion every one of the Gospel writers 
makes very impressive, by revealing his 
utter devotion to his mission and his 
wide. success in it. Your girls will see 
this for themselves most clearly in Luke’s 
fuller account, compared with Mark’s 
brief statements. 


2. Perhaps not one of your girls yet 
realizes just what God is preparing her 
for, in the years of her coming maturity ; 
but each one may be very sure of this — 
if God has appointed to her any worth 
while thing to be and do, in his king- 
dom, he is preparing her for that ap- 
pointment right now, in every detail of 
her life, even the very ones that seem 
mast opposed to her final success. 

Would she meet his expectations for 
her as nobly as John did? Then let her, 
like this “greatest born of women,” seek 
that same humility that was John’s dis- 
tinguishing trait. Of self he thought 
not at all, except in sharp contrast to his 
coming Lord. ‘His devotion to his mis- 
sion knew no limits, his eyes were fixed 
on its goals only, his heart was satisfied 
when. he was assured that its end had 
been attained. Can you imagine the deep 
joy that must have possessed John’s soul 
when he could cry, with perfect certainty, 
“Behold, the Lamb of. God, that taketh 
away the sin of the world”? 

The road to such joy is the path of 
true humility, the way of childlike teach- 
ableness and unquestioning obedience. 
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Lesson fer January 1 
Mark 1 : 1-13 , 


Through the hard places and dark hours 
of these years of her preparation — and 
they come to earnest girlhood far oftener 
than older people think — let her remem- 
ber John, and take courage, following 
him in the path of obedience to the carry- 
ing through of God’s will for her life. 
Joy will be hers as certainly as day fol- 


lows night. 
Home Study 


Read all that the four Gospels record 
concerning John, who prepared the way 
for our Lord’s first advent. 


Decatur, GA. 
3d 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


Ary New Year to every Pri- 
mary teacher, and to each little 
learner in our Sunday-school! : 

In our last group of lessons, we studied 
about the prophets who gave God’s mes- 
sages to the people. We remember that 
these prophets told the people that they 
would have to suffer on account of their 
sins. Some of them told of the coming 
of the Saviour. 

Our lesson for this week tells of John 
the Baptist, who was the very last, and 
one of the greatest of the prophets. John 
had to tell the people of their sins, too, 
and he warned them to repent. John wore 
very rough, plain clothes, and lived out 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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in the wilderness. He spoke very plainly 
and fearlessly when telling people about 
their sins. It had been a long time since 
a prophet had been sent to the people, 
and great crowds went out to hear the 
strange preacher. Many confessed their 
sins, and were baptized in the Jordan 
River. 

Then John told the people glorious 
news of One who was coming after him. 
John said that he was not worthy to be 
a slave to untie the shoes of this mighty 
One. He spoke of the Saviour, the Lord 
Jesus. 

One day, while John was baptizing, 
Jesus came to be baptized. Unlike all 
the other people who came, Jesus did 
not have any sins to confess. John knew 
this, and thought that he was not worthy 
to baptize Jesus. But Jesus said: it 
would be all right, and John baptized 
him. This pleased the Father, and 
after Jesus was baptized, the Holy Spirit, 
taking the form of a beautiful dove, flew 
down from Heaven, and lighted upon the 
Son of God. And the Father himself 
called out of Heaven, and said, “Thou 
art my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.” 

After this, Jesus himself began to 
preach. John preached and baptized a 
while longer. But one day, John, like 
Elijah, told a wicked king and his sin- 
ful wife about their sins, and the faith- 
ful prophet was put in prison, and kept 
there until the angry woman could get 
him beheaded. John was faithful unto 
death, and we know he will receive a 
crown -of life. 

Sing “In the Service of the King.” 

Curnton, S. C. 


4 
Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Introductions. 

Discussion: Analyze John’s introduction 
of Jesus and also Mark’s introduction 
of John. How. did they both use the 
Scriptures? 

Objective: Learning how and what to 
tell of Jesus. 











AY, fellows, introductions are full of 
possibilities. Some years ago a boy 
and a girl were introduced to each other 
in my home. They are grown up now 
and married, very happy. They seem to 
be made for each other. It would be a 
pity if they had never met, wouldn’t. it? 
Sometimes, however, people are intrc- 
duced and marry, and are not happy. In 
those cases it would seem better if they 
had not met. So, although the intro- 
duction is important, it is not all. There 
must be something back of it and follow- 
ing it to make it turn out happily. 
I am thinking of John the Baptist’s 


introduction of the great Bridegroom. - 


How splendidly he did it. I have seen 
important men introduced sometimes by 
speakers who swelled up very large and 
made a flowery speech that seemed de- 
signed more to attract attention to them- 
selves. One man once was so thus ab- 
sorbed that he forgot the name of the 
gentleman he was introducing. That 
would have been funny if it hadn't 
been so sad. John introduced Jesus 
in an ideal way. All four of the 
Gospel writers had to tell just how 
John performed that one act for which he 
was born and trained. And it was in 
keeping with the manner of it that as 
soon as he had done it, he slipped out 
of sight, still to be his Master’s forerun- 
ner through the grim door of a martyr’s 
death. 

As you and I, fellows, will be wanting 
to introduce Jesus to others, I think it 
well to follow John’s example along some 
very definite lines. First, let’s imitate 
John’s humility. He refused to allow at- 
tention to be fixed upon himself. “He 
must increase, but I must decrease” (John 
3:30). “I am not worthy to unlace his 
shoes” (Mark 1: }- “T am only a voice 
crying in the wilderness” (John 1:23). 
“Behold the Lamb of God” (John 1: 36). 
Always John pointed away from himself 
to Jesus. And he was successful in elim- 





inating himself while he. turned the eyes 
of the multitude upon his Lord. 

Fellows, if you and I are going to be 
good introducers of Jesus Christ, we 
must walk humbly. Bringing others to 
know Christ is called “fishing for men.” 
Our Lord himself named it that (Matt. 
4:19). You know a good fisherman is 
not noisy. He doesn’t go slashing around. 
I spent a summer not long ago on a 
beautiful mountain river and I fished it 
during the summer over a course of ten 
miles. .The hole in which I always got 
my best string of fish was one that was 
accessible only by crawling flat beneath 
a hog wire fence and wading the river 
in three places. By the time I would 
reach the place I was muddy and wet — 
and humble. And I never failed to bring 
in enough for breakfast for the whole 
family (and often for the neighbors, too) 
from that hole. 

Next, I would imitate John’s method 
of basing my introduction of Jesus on 
the Scriptures. “Make straight the way 
of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias” 
(John 1:23). We have the definite and 
authoritative warrant of Scripture for 
every splendid claim we may make for 
Jesus. Let us use it. And if we are not 
familiar with the passages, then let’s make 
that our first business —to learn them. 
We have in the Gospels and Epistles a 
vastly richer description of Jesus than 
John had. 

And, fellows, it. is just this kind of 
study into which this first Sunday of the 
year leads us. Let’s resolve right here 
that during the three months of this first 
Quarter of 1928 we will give Mark a 
chance to teach us more of the wonderful 
character of our Lord than we ever knew 
before. And we will come up to the first 
of April enriched by the new and more 
familiar acquaintance with him, “whom to 
know aright is life eternal.” Paul said, 
I count all things but loss for the ex- 
cellency of the. knowledge of Christ 
Jesus.” 

Mark is a wonderful teacher, and he 
will thrill our hearts as he takes of the 
things of Jesus and presents them to us, 
because he writes under the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit. I’m going to hang upon 
his words this Quarter, fellows: Will you 
come with me? 


Greenssoro, N, C, 
wt 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of December 25) 
1. “A Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” 


2. The vision to Mary in the sixth month 
(Luke. 1:26). Mary’s visit to Elisabeth 
lasted for three months. Six marks of 
time are given to fix the opening of the 
ministry of John the Baptist, the year of 
Tiberius, the name of the Roman Governor, 
the three tetrachs, and the Jewish high 
priests. The baptism of the Lord Jesus 
is placed toward the close of John’s min- 
istry and his age is specified. 

3- Isaiah is the richest of the prophets 
in names for the coming Messiah. | See 
Isaiah 7:14; 9:6; 11:10; 41:14; 42:1, 
6; 51:93; 55:43 60: 1-9 for some of these. 
Then see Jeremiah 23:5; Micah 5: 2; Zech- 
ariah 3:1, 8; Daniel 7: 13: 143 2: 353.9: 
25 for others. These are but a few of the 
riches wrapped up in the prophets along 
this line. 

4. Was it not Isaiah, in 9:6? 

5. See Matthew 1: 21; 2:2; Luke 1: 69, 
98s 2:11. 

6. See Mark 2: 28; Matthew 26: 63, 64; 
John 4:14; 6:3 35; 8:12, 58; 10:7, 9, 11, 
143 143253 14363-1315: 1, 53 17:1. Note 
how rich John is in preserving these self- 
given names for us. Find any others for 
youreel, both there and in the other Gos- 
pels. 

7. He was prophesied as “the stone” or 
“the rock” of both salvation and stumbling, 
as he was accepted or rejected. He claimed 
this name for himself (Matt. 21: 42-44). 
He was called the “good shepherd.” . See 
Isaiah 40: 9-11, and he called himself so, 
in John 10: 1-16. 

8. “Fear not.” “Fear is the greatest en- 
emy to our peace. 

9. Their fear came because of a super- 
natural demonstration. Man, because of 
sin and estrangement from God, has an in- 
bred terror for the supernatural whether 
the source be good or evil. The proclama- 
tion that a Saviour was born, through whom 
man was. to be freeonciled to God, should 
remove any fear. Now he can approach 
a holy .God without fear of the. penalty of 

















sin, and evil forces cannot harm him be- 
cause of his all powerful Saviour. 

10. “Who is ~ mother?” “Behold my 
Rg and my brethren” (Matt. 12: 48, 
49). 

11. The word “so” in John 3: 16, mean- 
ingless in itself, but big with meaning as 
it points to the person and mission of our 

ord. 


12, We may proclaim the good tidings, 
we may praise God for them, we may pon- 
der in our hearts their significance. 

13. The fact that the babe was “a Sav- 
iour, which is Christ the Lord.” 

14. Its appeal to the ever new life of lit- 
tle children but, most of all, its significance 
to “all people” down to the end of the age, 
for sin and the need of a Saviour are the 
same in all generations, 





| Children at Home 








Chippy Chipmunk’s Picnic 
By Addie Frankenberger 


HIST! Chippy Chipmunk suddenly 

stopped in his scamper over the big 
rock. He sat up straight, cocked his head to 
one side, and liscened. Yes, there was a 
bunch of those two-legged creatures com- 
ing along the mountain trail. Their com- 
ing might be of interest to Chippy, and 
then again it might not. He watched 
them with his sharp little eyes. He ven- 
tured a little nearer on the,rock. He 
jerked his tail and scolded them with 
his funny little bark. 

There were two children and two 
grown-ups, and they were carrying a bas- 
ket. Chippy stopped scolding and flat- 
tened himself out at the edge of the rock. 
He peeped slyly over and watched pro- 
ceedings. Now they had stopped. 

“Oh, mother!” cried the little girl who 
was called Marjorie. “See this big rock! 
Isn't it the very place to have our picnic?” 
-Mother agreed that it was. And so they 
began to spread newspapers on the big 
flat rock. 

Good! Chippy scurried away to tell 
all his brothers and sisters. 

Marjorie and Harold and their mother 
and daddy were so busy getting their 
Picnic goodies ready to eat that they did 
not notice numbers of little striped ob- 


*| jects scampering around over the rocks 


above them. 

Chippy ay pero watched Marjorie 
empty a box of animal cookies out on the 
table. Of course Chippy did not know 
they were animal cookies, but they looked 
very good to him and he had his eye on 
them. Several of Chippy’s brothers and 
sisters had their eyes on them, too, it 
seemed. 

“Look, Harold,” said Marjorie, “I have 
six elephants, and eight bears, and five 
sheep, and ten burros, and six horses. 
How many have you?” 

Marjorie went over to see her brother’s 
cookies. When she came back to her own 
cookies such a surprised look went over 
her face. There were only five elephants. 

“Why, Daddy!” exclaimed Marjorie. 
“One of my elephants is gone! What 
could have become of it?” 

“Come here, little daughter,” chuckled 
Daddy. “Keep very still, Look up 
there.” He pointed to the rocks above 
them. 

Marjorie’s eyes and mouth opened 
wide. There sat Chippy Chipmunk 
perched on the tiptop of a rock with her 
elephant held in his two paws and he was 
eating that elephant as-fast as he could. 

“What— what is it, Daddy?” asked 
Marjorie breathlessly. “Oh, isn’t he cute? 
Oh—oh! There goes a barro!” 

“It looks like a Chippy Chipmunk pic- 
nic, doesn’t it?” said Mother. 

Harold had left his cookies and had 
come over to watch with Marjorie. Then 
one of Chippy’s brothers spied Harold’s 
animals and the raid began on them. 
Harold and Marjorie kept as still as mice, 
and how the cookies did disappear ! 

“I think Chippy Chipmunk and all his 
relatives are here,” said Daddy. “Look 
what he is doing, the little rascal. He is 
filling his pockets.” 

“His pockets! Why, Daddy, where are 
his. pockets?” whispered Marjorie won- 
deringly. 
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suitable book plate, thus : 


For Want of Testaments 


‘‘We are much hindered in our work for want 
of Testaments, and lack of contributions.” 


In view of the urgency of the need, we have given orders for 
the printing of a very large quantity, though the funds to cover 
the cost are not in hand, believing that the Christian people 
will be glad of an opportunity of supplying the funds. 


Contributors of $15.00 to our Testament Fund may, if they 
desire, have inserted in each Testament subscribed for, a 
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THIS TESTAMENT IS provided you 
through the Business Men’s Council of the 
Pocket Testament League, Inc., by 














CONTRIBUTIONS WILL BE GLADLY RECEIVED BY 


710 Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia, Penna. 








T. EDWARD ROSS, 7reasurer. 
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“Oh, I know! I know!” Harold fairly 
danced about, and the chipmunks all dis- 
| appeared. 

“Now you have scared them all away,” 
scolded Marjorie. 

“Never mind,” said Daddy, “just be 
quiet and they will come back.” 

Sure enough, out whisked several little 
striped forms, and away went some more 
cookies. 

“Look at his cheeks, Daddy,” whispered 
Harold. “He is stuffing them into his 
cheeks. That is where he has his 
pockets.” 

“Right you are, Son,” answered Daddy. 
“Chippy Chipmunk carries his pockets in 
his cheeks.” 

“Oh! Oh!” cried Marjorie. “There 
goes the very last of our animal cookies!” 

“The greedy little fellows,” laughed 
Mother. “Now that they have had their 
picnic, let us have ours. We will just 
make noise enough to keep them all fright- 
ened away.” 

And Chippy Chipmunk, with his 
pockets full of cookies, sat on a ledge of 
rock high above their heads and barked 
his funny little bark with every flip of 
his furry little tail, He hoped they would 
have another picnic soon. 


CoLorapo Sprincs, CoLo. 








Letters from Readers 











To the Editor: I am certain I love the 
Bible, and I respect anyone and every one 
who, in deep sincerity, seeks to throw new 
light on its pages. I am therefore keenly 
disappointed, on renewing my acquaintance 
with your paper, that it expresses, in many 
ways, a cheap and narrow-minded intol- 
erance of those who cannot: see eye to eye 
with its editorial staff. 

After seeing the cartoon in your issue of 
October 15, “A Cheap Way to Gain Noto- 
riety,” I wish to ask that you do not send 
me further copies. 

If you wish a test of your own sincerity 
and courage in this matter, ask yourselves 
if you were to sit at luncheon with, let us 
say, such Modernists as Harry Emerson 
Fosdick, Henry Churchill King, and S. Parks 
Cadman, would you say to them, ‘Because 
you do not believe in the literal historicity 
of the Jonah and whale story, you are 
abettors of crime, lawlessness, and vice”? 

You know you would not, because you 
know that their clean lives and high cour- 
age have inspired countless thousands to 
live nobler lives. Yet you resort to a vile 
cartoon like this, to slander high-minded 
men.—A Washingtonian. 


(The Sunday School Times regrets that 
this former reader does not see the eter- 
nal, vital, life-and-death issues involved in 
the acceptance or rejection of God's 
Word. It can indeed say that it believes 
the public teachings of Modernists which 
deny the truthfulness of God’s Word are 
abetting crime, lawlessness, and vice. 
There is tragic evidence of this on every 
hand today.) 


To the Editor: As I write I am looking 
at your cartoon in the issue of October 15, 
“A Cheap Way to Gain Notoriety.” That 
cartoon is a sermon in itself. As a min- 
ister, I would like to possess about six 
hundred copies of that picture on a leaflet, 
with an appropriate heading, for circulation 
at my church door, and also to mail to the 
professors of our colleges in this city, most 
of whom are Modernists or Anglo-Catholics. 
—A Nova Scotia pastor. 





To the Editor: -I have just received your 
Thanksgiving Number. I want to congratu- 
late you on your fine paper. I especially 
like your series, “Letters of a Farm 
Mather to Her Son at College.” They are 
very practical. You see it is as though she 
were writing to me personally. This is my 
first year in college. The problems she 
solves are the very problems that I and 
marty of my fellow students have to face. 
I have found a great deal of inspiration 
from the reading of her letters. 

Your reviews of new books are also very 
helpful. I always peruse the criticisms with 
a great deal of interest. I am studying 
with the ministry in mind. I feel that it 
1s necessary to build up a library of re- 
ligious books. By reading your reviews of 
the new books, I have been prevented sev- 
eral times from buying books that might not 
be the best for my purpose. 

I enjoyed greatly your articles on China, 
and ffiose on the missions in Africa. They 
opened up a new world of which I had be- 
fore known practically nothing. 

I have been saving all my copies of The 











Sunday School. Times for over. two. years. 





May 
‘Michigan college student. 
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I find now that they contain a wealth of 
material, especially spiritual, but also his- 
torical. I am writing a three thousand word 
paper on the hatred toward the Jews: As 
I look through thé ‘back numbers of the 
Times, I am glad that I subscribed when I 
did. Much of the material can be found in 
no other magazine or book. 

Then, too, in teaching the Sunday-school 
lesson. I have been teaching for almost 
three years. Since I have come to college 
I have taught only once. seems so 
strange at first that I no longer have to 
teach except occasionally. In preparing the 
lesson The Sunday School Times, a refer- 
ence Bible, a pencil and paper are the three 
things that are necessary. It is much easier 
than to take six or eight commentaries and 
books, and tediously labor over them. I 
think, too, the boys in my class appreciate 
it because of the pointed stories and illus- 
trations on the lesson in “Say, Fellows:” 

bless you in your work.—A 





Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 











Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 323-327 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; 
and if questions are too personal for an 
answer in these columns, Mother Ruth 
will be glad to reply individually if pos- 
sible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: When, in The Sunday 
School Times of June 25, I read your answer 
to the anxious mother who asked you con- 
cerning having prayers for her young family, 
I wondered why you did not tell her that 
perhaps God was calling her to do this her- 
self, even though the father of her children 
refused to begin. 

There came to me the memory of a wo- 
man I knew in the West many years ago, a 
woman of whom her minister said, “She is 
part of the salt of the earth.” She was Eng- 
lish — her husband was a miner. They had 
come from Cornwall. 

She said she was determined that her 
sons should not be miners, so she worked 
very hard, kept young men boarders, did 
their washing and mending, and mothered 
them besides, so that she could earn enough 
money to educate her boys. The father paid 
little attention to the training of the chil- 
dren. But at the table the boys had to 
take turns in asking the biessing, no matter 
if strangers were present. 

I was in that home as a boarder for a 
week. Every morning before the three boys 
went to school I could hear them in the room 
adjoining mine as they read the Bible and 
had prayers. They were only about eight 
to twelve years old then. Today. one of these 
boys is a preacher in a large city, and has 
recently built the largest church in the city 
where he is a pastor. Wasn’t that mother 
repaid for having family prayers in spite of 
her husband’s neglect? 

I have a friend whose husband is not only 
an unbeliever, but also a scoffer. This mother 
gathers her children about her to read the 
Bible and pray. The father does not even 
attend church, but the mother and her four 
children are faithful members and attend- 
ants. 

I, too, am a mother, and would like to ad- 
vise that anxious mother to go on alone if 
she must, and have family prayers with her 
children, and all her life she will be glad 
if she does this.” 

You know that Paul, in the second letter 
he wrote to Timothy, did not mention either 
the father or grandfather of his “own ‘son 
in the faith’ as having had any part in the 
training of Timothy, but he did write of 
the “unfeigned faith” that was in Timothy, 
which dwelt first in this grandmother and 
in his mother. 


EAR READER: Thank you very 

much for permission to publish your 
letter to me. I feel it will be very help- 
ful to many who are looking for an an- 
swer to the question of family prayer. 
I am very slow to advise anything that 
might bring friction between man_and 
wife. I would rather they take the Lord 
into their confidence, and he, knowing all 
things, can better_tell them or her what 
to do. So much power is in the woman- 
hood in the home that I believe through 
patience and prayer the mother can ac- 
complish her desire, but God must be the 
leader and show how it is to be done. 

I know that in him results can be ob- 
tained, for he hath said it, and his prom- 
ises are sure and never failing. He may 
lead one in one path and another one in 





a different path, and thus we know both 








Lesson for. January. 1 
Mark 1 : 1-13 


will be just right, for he knows the dis- 
positions of the opposers, and how best 
to accomplish the desired end, without 
the loss in the home of the influence so 
necessary to keep the home happy and 
what God would have it. He knows, he 
understands, he cares, and he will direct 
and give every woman the way in which 
she should go,—if she will only ask 
for it. God help the womanhood of our 
churches to return to the family altar! 
| 


-: A Letter from Bob Jones 
Dear Friend: 
- Did f to send your Christmas gift to 
the Bok Jones’ College, College Point (P. 0. 
Lynn Haven, Fla.) ? Fou don’t want to forget 
this. Remember the Bob Jones | 
for the Bible (from cover to cover) an 
Wen > f Christ 

fe are ev of our mas 
offering to build 8 oon =. dentin to take 
care of one hundred and fifty more boys when we 
open next September. Our girls’ dormitory is 


ee cae for our present needs. OUR BOYS 
CROWDED. 
If every reader of The Sunday School. Times 
N 





stands 
for the 


some Christmas gift, we will have 
——- a / to build this. dormitory. 

W REMEMBER! We are not s ting 
how much you are to send. WE VE 
THE AMOUNT ENTIRELY WITH YOU. 
YOU KNOW YOU CAN MAKE A GIFT 
OF SOME SIZE. THE AMOUNT YOU 
CAN SETTLE, BUT SEND SOME- 
THING, PLEASE ! 

BoB JONES 





Bible Press 


WHEN yon desire the ultimate in beauty, quality, 

Jegibility and completeness, ask for a National Bible, 

There are Bibles of all sizes at as many different 

" prices to answer every desire, ranging from the beau- 

‘¢iful, flexible Hand Bibles, with Imperial Seal Binding 

. ‘and Linen Lining, India Paper and Gold Edges, to 
profusely 


the large, illustrated Family Bibles. 
“The Book for All Ages”’ 
There ts one which will answer your every wish. 
Ash to see a National Bible at your book store. 
National Publishing Company 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





January 8 What Prayer Can Accomplish. 
Mark 11 : 20-26. 

January 15. What Difference Dees Reading 
the Bible Make? Psa. 1:1-6; 2 Tim. 3: 
14-17. 

January 22. What Difference Does It Make 
What We Do on Sunday? Mark 2: 23-28; 
3: 1-6. 

January 29. How Our Church Does Its Work. 
Eph. 4: 7-16. (Denominational Day. Be- 
ginning Christian Endeavor Week.) 





Sunday, January 1 


tions? (Quiet-Hour tion 


What. Are the Values of Daily Devo-' 





FF or Thay Seg, atid Do Not! 





through which alone he can be saved? 
Are you obeyi 

a layman? Just 

to all other missions? Are you @ pastor ? 

Missions last year? Think over 

an accounting of your stewardship. 


is sent to all contributors. 
May we hear from you? 


Frankly, what's the use of saying, ‘‘ Every time | see a Jew | want to take off m 
to him,” when you are not willing to take out your dollar to help him know of that N 
What's the use of 
it by innuendo that “‘ we must leave the Jews alone in this age ? 

God in your work, prayer and gifts in behalf of the Jew? Are you 
ow oath did you give for Jewish Missions last 

How much did your church give for Jewish 


Our mission merits your every confidence and support. pest now your gift would be 
especially appreciated. Our paper, THE CHOSEN : ; 
Bible students the most helpful paper on Prophecy and the Jews published in America,— 
Regular price, 50 cents a year, or 10 cents a copy. 


hat 
ame 
e premillennial doctrine if 


year, and how much 


Some day you will be required to give 


OPLE—considered by many 











American Board of Missions to the Jews 











27 Throop Avenue, 
Brooklyn, New York 





meeting.) (Psa. 40 : 1-8) 





Mon.—Devotions give access 
(Eph. 2: 18). 


Tues.—Intimacy through prayer (Eph. 


to God 


3 : 14-21). 

Wed.—Knowledge of Scripture (Psa. 119: 
97-104). 

Thurs.—Fellowship in prayer (Matt. 18: 
19, 20). 

Fri.—Increased consecration (Rom. 12:1, 
2). 

Sat.—Desire for service (Isa. 6: 1-8). 











What is the Quiet Hour? 
Is family worship practicable today? Why? 


T IS said that the ancient Greeks had 

a foot race in which each man was 
given a lighted torch to be carried across 
the goal line. The laurel wreath was 
awarded, not to the one who ran the race 
in the shortest time, but to the one who 
came in first with his torch alight. 


we 

In thése days of busy, rushing life, 
so filled with Christian duties, with school 
work, with the claims of home and loved 
ones, and with social engagements there 
is real danger that God may be crowded 
into a tiny corner of our time, and that we 
may get into the habit of giving him only 
those scraps or odds and ends of time that 
we can find here and there, instead of 
definitely planning a time each day to 
be with him, apart from every one else, 
and permitting nothing to interfere with 
that engagement. 

It was a realization of this danger that 
some years ago led to the formation, 
within the International Society of Chris- 
tian Endeavor, of an auxiliary organiza- 
tion known as the Comrades of the Quiet 
Hour. These Comrades consist merely of 
those Endeavorers who are willing to sign 
a covenant to set apart at least fifteen 
minutes every day, if possible in the early 
morning, for quiet meditation and direct 
communion with God. 

The plan leaves it open to the individual 
to choose between thoughtful reading of 
the Word, or of devotional books, or to 
use the time in prayer and supplication, 
or in meditation upon God and the Word. 

Many Christians will find that fifteen 
minutes a day is not sufficient, but if only 
every true Christian would give even fif- 
teen minutes early in the morning to God, 
what a transformation would be worked 
in the church of God. 


4 

The Bible itself will be the most use- 
ful book for such a time, since it is God’s 
fullest revelation of himself, apart from 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Devotiona! books that will be found 
helpful are: “My Counsellor” ($1.25 
and $2); “Daily Light” (in_ various 
bindings from $1.25 to $6); An- 
drew Murray’s books, “Abide In 
Christ,” “Like Christ” (75 cents each). 
These may be ordered through The Sun- 
day School Times, 325 North Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia. 

It will help us if we study carefully 
our Lord’s own use of every opportunity 
to be in fellowship with the Father. Again 
and again, he said that he did not his 
own will, but the will of the One who 
sent him. He has told us that apart from 
him we can do nothing (John 15:4). 
In face of such an example and testi- 
mony, how can. we expect to live aright, 
or to do that work which our Lord has 

















given us to do, if we are unwilling to 
give him the opportunity to strengthen 
us, to equip us, and to reveal to us his 
plan for each day? 


we 

It is on this battle ground that many 
young Christians, and older ones, too, are 
being defeated by the enemy. We need 
not think that God is going to get us 
out of bed somehow in the morning, and 
so arbitrarily arrange our time for us 
that we shall be unconsciously forced into 
a quiet time with him. He longs for and 
expects us to plan for daily fellowship 
with him, but he will never force us into 
it. The determination must come from 


us. 

Satan will be ready te bring every de- 
vice into play to cheat us out of this quiet 
time. Many of his schemes will, at first, 
seem to be legitimate reasons for cutting 
down or giving up our morning watches. 
Let us ask God to help us to recognize 
Satan’s deceptions, and to show us how 
he may be saaneane 


It will be well for us also to recognize 
‘that we cannot hope to crowd into even a 
full hour in the morning all of the time 
required for fellowship during the day. 
The Lord Jesus wants us to “abide” in 
him, having our special time of fellow- 
ship, but living and moving throughout 
the day in constant communion with him, 
even amid the pressure of duties. Herein 
is the secret of obedience to our Lord’s 
command to “pray without ceasing.” <A 
little booklet, “The Practice of the Pres- 
ence of God,” by Brother Lawrence (may 
be had from the Christian Life Literature 
Fund, 80 Stafford Building, 1114 Chest- 
nut street, Philadelphia, pamphlets, 6 
cents each; booklets, paper 15 cents, 
cloth 60 cents each), will be found help- 
ful in studying the secret of abiding. 

ye 

One phase of devotional life in the 
home that is often neglected these days 
is family worship. In many homes the 
difficulty of getting all members of the 
family together for such worship is made 
an excuse for neglecting it. Yet in spite 
of the difficulty, there is nothing in the 
family life that is more practical or more 
needed today, for at the family altar many 
family differences that threaten the life 
of the home will be solved, as they are 
turned over in prayer to the heavenly 
Father, and the Holy Spirit breaks down 
the barriers that may have arisen between 
members of the family. 

Better still, a day begun around a fam- 
ily altar will often be strangely and bless- 
edly lacking in those disagreements and 
faultfindings that all too often character- 
ize even Christian homes. There is 
scarcely any sacrifice in time or- conveni- 
ence that can offset the practical value 
to the household of the family altar. 

Shall we not ask God to show us just 
what he would have us do in arranging 
our daily schedule to make room for this 
vital relationship to God? 


ye 

How much of my time do I spend in fel- 
lowship with God each day? 

How does it compare with the time I am 
willing to give some of my earthly friends? 

Am I willing to do my part toward es- 
tablishing and maintaining family worship 
in my home? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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A Postcard "avert 


TORREY’S Famous Vzest-Pocxet Herp 


GIST OF LESSONS 1928 FREE 


L - DOWN the names (a 





stcard will do) of 120r 
more Sunday: School teachers or officers of your 
acquaintance, and we will send you an introduc- 
tory copy of Torrey’s Gist of the Lessons (Inter- 
national) 1928. Adsolutely free and postpaid. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK 
Better Ministerial Preparation )<3.0cicc 


Study at home. Best Books, Course leads to grad- 
uation, Announcements. Write ‘he Chancellor, 
Pike’s Peak Bible Seminary, 





Manitou, Colorado. 


Che Sunday. Schoo! Times 


Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries, 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50, 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 

The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 








scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and 
the single subscription, $2.25 a year. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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( For Family Worship +) 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 
ings on the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 
Making Paths Straight 


OHN the Baptist foreran the Lord in 
order to help make straight paths for 
His feet (Matt. 3:3). -here is a 

passage of Scripture that says we should 
make straight paths for our feet (Heb. 
12:13). Inthe November South African 
Pioneer an exposition of this passage 
discovers three lines of advance for us, 
holiness, service, and prayer. 


SEVENTEEN SERMONS 


On the Clauses of 


THE APOSTLES’ CREED 


Sunday Evenings, at Five o’Clock 


December to March, Inclusive 
By 
DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 
AT ‘THE 
TENTH. PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
17th and Spruce Streets 


BROADCAST BY W CA U (1150 kilocycles, 
260.7 meters). . 


The Panton Papers 


Current Events and Prophecy 


Foreword by CHARLES G. TRUMBULL 
Editor The Sunday School Times 
N thirty of Rev. D. M. Panton’s great edi- 
pen ide from his journal, The con on 
these themes: Who is the Antichrist ? The 
King of the South; The Resurrection of the 
Roman Empire; The Jew: God’s Dial ; The 
Flight of the Papacy; Geology and the Flood, etc. 
An entrancing work. Cloth, $1, postpaid 
Order now. 
Thomas M. Chalmers, 2654 Marion Avenue, 


NEW YORK CITY 


AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 

















At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 
500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 


THE PERRY PICTURES 

Reproductions of the World’s 

Great Paintings. Size, 544x8, 
Postpaid. 


TWO CENTS EACH fer 25 or more 
Send SO cents tor 25 Art 
Subjects or 25 on Life of 
Christ. Notwo alike. 

Beautiful 64-page Catalogue 
tor 18 cts. in com or stamps. 
The Perry. Pictures Ce. 
Box 500, Maupen, Mass. 






































BRONZE IMLels 


Designe and Estimates Free 
Jac. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), S56 W. 27th St.. New York City. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


“It is not easy to resolve our disinclin- 
ation for prayer into its component parts. 
The Devil’s fear of it has forced him to 
place the most powerful obstacles ‘in its 
path, and there is probably ‘nothing in 
the Christian life that needs more pa- 
tient resolution. One thing that makes 
prayer unattractive is that it is not spec- 
tacular. It requires neither learning nor 
oratory. But it is a mistake to assume 
that it is a simple and easy exercise. It 
is one of the most difficult things in the 
world, and calls for outlay in at least two 
directions — time in which to learn God’s 
will and time in which to insist that the 
adversary shall yield territory over which 
he has no right.” 


December 26 to January 1 


Mon.—Mark 1 : 1-11. 
John the Baptist and Jesus. 

We, too, must be mere voices, heralds, 
forerunners introducing God to men who 
do not know. him. We may preach bap- 
tism and repentance, but cnly to lead up 
to the baptism of the Holy Ghost, who 
alone can convince of sin and teach men 
the things of God. 

PRAYER SuGcestions: Pray fur evan- 
gelists everywhere, that they may have 
a new realization that evangelism is a 
gift of the Holy Spirit; that they may 
depend more upon him and less upon 
organisation and methods; that there may 
be no conflict between so-called “mass 
evangelism” and so-called “visitation evan- 
gelism,” that evangelists may be used to 
bring revival into the Body of Christ. 
Tues.—Malachi 3 : 1-6 

Prophecy Concerning John. 

Only the first clause of verse 1 refers 
to John, and then only as the messenger 
of the Messenger. This much of the pas- 
sage is quoted by Matthew (11:10), 
Mark (1:2), and Luke (7:27). The 
remainder of the passage is a prophecy 
of the second coming of our Lord. Jesus 
Christ in judgment. The passage reads 
as one prophecy, for the Old Testament 
prophets did not see the interval between 
the two comings. 

PRAYER SuGcestions: The New Testa- 
ment closes with a prayer for the speedy 
coming of the Lord, and surely it is a 
model prayer for us. Let us pray it sin- 
cerely. Pray, too, that the needed pi- 
oneer missionaries may speedily be thrust 
out by the Lord of the harvest, that our 
Lord’s coming may be hastened. 


Wed.—John 1 : 17-34. The Tezsimony of John. 


A Welsh preacher draws a distinction 
between John’s testimony in verse 20, the 
Lamb as Sin-Bearer, and in verse 36, the 
Lamb in communion with his followers. 
Our Lord was crucified for us, but also 
we are crucified with him (Rom. 6:6). 
The cross has tremendous value for both 
sinners and saints. 

Prayer Succestions: Since Satan 
seems to be redoubling his relentless war 
on the saints in these troublous days, will 
it not be well for us to pray the prayer 
of Jabez of ald, “That theu wouldst keep 
me from the evil”? Pray it doth for our- 
selves and for all the Fyn children of 
God during this New Yeer; that wz may 
let Christ live his life in us as never be- 
fore (Gal. 2:20). 


Thurs.—Luke 7 : 18-28. The Character of John. 


Are we tempted to be offended in 
Christ today, when so many thousands 
of teachers in schools and pulpits are 
saying that he is less than God, less than 
the Messiah? Is not the answer the same 
as the one he sent to John — what he has 
done and what he-is doing in miracles of 
salvation and and guidance? He 
knows when t6 praise, and if we abide 
as courageous as John, we, too, shall 
some day hear his “Well done, good and 
faithful servant.” 

Prayer .Succestions: Pray for the 
young people in thé colleges, especially 
for those who have tome out of earnest 
Christian homes, and who are being 
tempted to unbelief under the teaching 
of rationalistic teachers; pray for the lit- 
tle groups of witnessing students in the 
great opportunities they have. 


Fri.—Matthew 14:1-12. The Death of John. 


_ In an appalling way the world is re- 
jecting God’s Book and God's Son, and 
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very day at twilight these Chimes will ring out your father’s 
favorite hymn. Every Sunday, like a golden-voiced Christian ver- 

sion of the Mohammedan priest in his minaret, they will sound the 
call to worship. At every church service their stately strains, filtering 
down from the Campanile to the church auditorium, will combine 
with the peal of the organ to form one of the most beautiful devotional 
effects it is possible to imagine; in consequence, at every church ser- 
vice the members of our congregation will think kindly of his memory. 


“To all within reach of their voice 
the Chimes will carry a daily message 
of cheer and inspiration. The shut- 
ing, longing for the Church they once 
attended, will have theChurchbrought 
to them. To the wayward will come 
hymnsthey havenot heard sincechild- 
hood. Who knows what associations 
they will bring up, what youthful rev- 
erence they will re-awaken? 


“And to us your father’s voicewill live 
again in the voice of the Chimes. The 
souls they save, the hearts they cheer, 
the they do will all help to fill the. 


aching void his absence has created. 





Ours will be the comfort of having 
honored his memory as it deserves to 
be honored. ...” 


Deagan Chimes, inetalled in the Campanile of 
the departed one’s Church, are the sublimest 
expression of the true memorial spirit—a lasting 
tribute, a living monument to the sterling qual- 
ties of the one commemorated. The Westminster 
peal, sounded every quarter-hour [but silenced 
during the hours of sleep} becomes a depend- 
able community time guide.. The hymnal music, 
played direct from organ console, is a constant 
inspiration to good. The price of Deagan Chimes, 
including a tablet of imperishable bronze setting 
forth their hallowed purpose, is $6,000 4 
Literature, including beautiful Memorial 

will be sent without cost or obligation. 


J.C. Deagan Inc. 


EsTAs. 1660 


185 Deagan Building 
Chicago 





the »matufal consequence of this will be 
the. increasing rejection of_God’s people. 
If times of martyrdom return, how 
will we stand? Faithful even wnto death? 


Prayer. Succestions: Pray for the 
Negr East Relief which is still caring 
forthe Armenians, denationalized and 
deported to @ great degree.by Turkish 
massacre and oppression; for the orphans 
ang their schools, and for funds to con- 
tinue the selief work this year. 


Sat.—Isaiah 52:1-10. Preparing the Way. 

Here is the Holy Spirit’s description 
of God’s* messengers of salvation and 
peace ss 7), and it may be taken not 
only of the watchers, like John, who 
went before the Lord at his first com- 
ing, but of those today who are carrying 
the Good ‘Tidings the world over.- The 
feet of such messengers are beautiful in 
God's sight. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that the 
Lord of the harvest may thrust out many 
hundreds, even thousands this year, that 
the tread of Gospel-bearing feet may 
reach up to the ears of God like the 





rhythm of a marching army. Pray that: 
this year may be notable for the getting 
of the Gospel into the unreached fields. 
Pray for the Pioneer Mission 
of Philadelphia and the World Dominion 
Press of London, and all other agencies 
organized for this purpose. 


Sun.—Isaiah 4@:1-11. Good Tidings. 


Agency 


Ancient Oriental kings, when on 2 


journey, sent those before them who 
would level hills, fill up valleys, and 
smooth out rough places in the road. 
John was such a one for Jehovah when 


He came down in incarnation. Here is 


the message (vs. 6-8) of the voice that’ 
-John described himself as being. 


When 
we get to Heaven, we can ask John if 


this was not one of his sermons. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
South Africa General Mission, for its 
American, British, and Scottish Councils 
and the South African Executive; for. 
its organ, The South African Pioneer; 
for missionaries on the field and on fur- 
lough, and for faith and funds to.push om 
into the regions beyond. 





























